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other side that the Senaie was taken by surprise. 
This really was not the case. He had yesterday 
morning, before going into Executive session, 
thathe would move to take up the loan bill as 
soon as the Senate would resume. No opportuni- 
ty oceurred till this morning. 

Mr. CALHOUN wished to know if he was 
correct in his understanding that the Senator from 
Kentucky accepted the proposition of the Senator 
from Alabama, that the bill was to be taken up on 
the condition that the amount of loan should be re- 
stricted to the immediate exigences of the Treasury? 

Mr. CLAY said he would ask the Senator from 
South Carolina, asa man of candor and truth, it 
he really understood, from any thing he (Mr. 
Cuay) had said in reply to the Senator from Ala- 
bama, that he had accepted a proposition to cut 
down the amount of the loan one half? 

Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator had no right 
to put a question to himin that form. He had 
said nothing to authorize it; he had merely asked if 
he was correct in his understanding of the terms 
on which consert was given for taking up the bill. 

Mr. CLAY. I have the floar, sir, and have not 
yielded it, Would any one on either side of the 
House say it was his understanding that he had 
accepied the proposition on that condition; would 
the Senator from Alabama— 

Mr. KiNG said his proposition was to take up 
the bili and amend itso as to limit the amount to 
the exigencies only of the Treasury. 

Mr. CLAY explained that the bill, as modified 
by the other House, would make the loan very little 
in effect different from that of outstanding Trea- 
sury notes. Insiesd of a deferred period of eight 


years, three years would be the term of loan. The 
joan bill would, in fact, be less objectionable than 
the Treasury note system, because the °power of 


raising money by loan was express in the Consti- 
tution; but objections were entertained by some as 
to the constiiutionality of Treasury notes. The 
difficulty is avoided—the end is the same—the only 
difference is as to the shape of the loan. When 
allowed to explain the bill, he would show the exi- 
gency tora twelve million ae an. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he f2li it necessary to say 
afew words in relation to the question put to him 
by the Senator from Kentucky. 

The Senator trom Alabama had made a propo- 
sition to take up the loan bill, and nmaodify it so as 
10 extend only to the exizencies of the Treasury. 
The Senator from Kentucky comp!imented the Se- 
nator from Alabama for his course. The bill was 
about to be taken up, when, to avoid ali misunder- 
standing, he [Mr. CaLnoon] rose and inquired of 
the Senator from Kentucky if he was correct in un- 
derstanding that he accepied the proposition. He 
did not say he had; he merely asked if he had. The 
Senator, in a manner unauthorized by the question, 
put it (Mr. CaLuoun) to his candor and truth to 
say, did he really understand him to have so ac- 
cepted the proposition. He would tell that Sena 
tor that he was at all times prepared to-put his can- 
dor and truth to the test with that of the Senator. 

Was there not every reason to doubt that the 
real object of this loan bill was for the present 
exigencies of the Government, when it was well 
known from the Treasury report, and the expesi- 
tion of it here, that there could be no exigencies to 
any such amouni? Did the Senator forget, that 
coupled with this measure was his proposition to 
raise the taxes on imported articles, except one or 
two, to twenty percent.? And are ‘these the only 
causes of suspicion? Let any man read the report 
of the Secretary on the Treasury, and then lay his 
hand on his heart and say there are no grounds of 
suspicion as to what is contemplated by this loan. 

Official orgaa of the Administration yesterday 
was evidently at great pains to make out a Jarge 
deficit. The very atiempt made to prove a large 
deficit, disclosed the design and connection with 
this hasty legislation to raise a loan of twelve mil- 
lions. He regretted that the Senator from Ala- 
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bama bad allowed his proposition to have any c& 
neciion With an assumption of deficit. 

Could he [Mr. Catnoun] with any trath or jast- 
ice, be accused of any unfair intention in warni € 
the Senate against being led into a measure whic 
he regarded as an attempt to Jay the foundation i 
establishing a system of permanent loans that must 
lead to evils incalculable, and to such a monstrous 
accumulation of power as cannot butendanger the 
institutions of the country? 

Complaints have been made against the Senators 
on this side for opposing this loan bill, as if they 
were, in duing so, merely denying the necessary 
supplies for the Treasury. Had they no right to 
resist a loan, three times larger than necessary, 
and therefore more than suspicious? If he hadto 

stand alone, he would never consent to vote for any 
supply to the ‘Treasury without knowing the aspe- 
cific object and confining it to that alone. Let the 
gentlemen ec nomize first, and when they'have re- 
trencied as far as possible, and can show that they 
have not gotup this scheme for mere humbug, 
then, if teey can make it appear that there will be 
a deficit, and that they are not themselves bound to 
supply it as the y made it, it will be time enough, if 
they are opposed, to complain. 


The debate was ‘urther continued by Messrs. 
BENTON, WALKER, CLAY, SEVIER, AL- 
LEN, WOODBURY, and TAPPAN; and, at the 
request of Mr. ‘TAPPAN, the cali for the yeas and 
nays being wihdtawn, the bill was taken up. 

THE LOAN BILL. 

The bill from#n House authorizing a joan of iwelve 

millions of do'lars being taken up— 


t 

Mr. CLAY said, as the condition of the Treasury 
had already been fully discussed in the Senate, it 
Was not hecessary to occupy the time of the Senale 
to any great extent, in the expose of our financial 
situation, Which he was about to submit. The 
outstanding appropriations amounted to about 
$33 500,000. ‘The appropriations for the current 
year were about $24,216,000. Leaving a balance 

outstanding appropriations, at the end of the 
year, of $9 290,000. There were ceriain addition- 
al appropriations recommended by the War De- 
partment for putting the country in a state of de- 
fence, to the amount of two aod a half millions, 
which, added to the $24,210,000, would make near- 
ly $27,000,000. The Secretary had omitted—and 
how he came tv omitit he didnot know—one and a 
hal{ millioas from the Navy Department, which, 
added to what was amended above, would make 
about $28 200,000. But according to the Secreta- 
ry’s siatement, the wants of the year were $26,- 
731,000, and the means of the year, which he (Mr. 
Ctay) would not examine in detail, as all Senators 
had the documents before them, in which the infor- 
mation was contained, were $20,730,000, (of which 
about five and a half millions were in Treasury 
netes,) which would leavea balance ofsix mil- 
lions of dotiais. The whole amount of Treasury 
notes authorized to be issued ere now out, with 
the exception of about $110,000. A large amount 
of the Treasury notes would fall due the latier part 
of this or the beginning of next year, and to redeem 
them, the Secretary had supposed six millions 
would be necessary. That made asum of twelve 
miliions, which was the amountof the loan bill. 
The Secretary préposed an additional sum of four 
millions as a reserve fuad. But the commitiee of 
the House, and the House itself, instead of giving 
that, had not reserved a single dollar. An imme- 
diate loan to the amount of twelve millions of dol- 
lars, Was necessary to meet the wants of the present 
year, without leaving a single cent oi reserved 
fund in the Treasury; exciuding the one and a half 
million of dollars r required for the Navy Depart- 
ment, the wants of the Treasury were twelve mil- 
lions; and this excluded all reserve funds. That 
was the Secretary’s views. * 

He would present another short view, which was 
taken chiefly from documents in the Treasury. 
In this, the amount required for the current ser- 

vice of the year, was, $24,000,000 
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2,506,000 





For the War Department, 

For the Home Squadron, 789,000 
For ordnance, &c. 971,313 
For a reserve tund, 2,000,000 
Making the total amount, 930, 260, 313 





The actual and estimated means were "$20, 730,- 
395, leaving a deficiency of nine and a half mil- 
lions dollars. Adding to this, ten millions of Trea- 
sury notes which, according to the above state- 
ment, would probably fall due this year, made the 
total wants of the Government, including the re- 
demption ot Treasury notes, nineteen and a half 
millions collars. Taking the two and a half mil- 
lions proposed by the Secretary for fortifications, 
and the two millions for a reserve fund, from this 
deficit, it would still leave fourteen and a half mil- 
lious required, or two and a half millions beyond 
the proposed loan. 

As to the plan of the bill, it was not a loan to 
be taken up immediately for the whole twelve mil- 
lions. ‘The language ot the bill was precisely like 
thatof the Treasury Note bill—authorizing the 
Present to borrow not beyond theamount required 
by the exigencies of the Government. What 
would be the operation of the bill? The Secretary 
had told them that during the quarter beginning 
with the 1.t June, there would bea deficit of five 
millions. ‘Ine Secretary would immediately ¢on- 
tract a loan cf two, three, or four millions, accord- 
ing to the wants of the Treasury. Was there any 
impropriety in vesting such discretion with him? 
They had given to the President power, in one 
case, to borrow ten millions dollars, and call out 
fifty thousand men for the defence of the country; 
and he asked # it was expecting too mach of ho- 
norable Senators, even on the other side, to repose 
so much co nfidence in the Administration as to 

pass a bill vesting the power to contract a loan not 
eyond twelve millions, to meet the wants of Go- 
vernment? 

Although he did not accord in the sentiment at- 
tributed to one of our great men now no more, 
thata public debt was a public blessing, and be- 
lieved that all debt, public and private, should be 
avoided, yet in some cases it could not be avoided, 
and in extreme cases, such as war for instance, he 
thought posterity would have no just ground of 
complaint should a_ portion of the burden be 
devolved upon them. What had posterity done for 
us, he would ask, in the language of a British states- 
man; on thecontrary, what have we not done for 
posterity? We bequeath to them agreat and glorious 
country, whose institutions are the pride and the 
wonder of mankind. If it was proper, in connec- 
tion with this subject to allude to the affairs of pri- 
vate individuals, he would say that neither his 
wife nor himself bad contracted a debt, even in a 
store, for the last twenty years. If we have wants, 
and have the money in our pockets, we supply them; 
if we have not the money, we repress them. This 
was his own course; but in this young and growing 
country, a few millions of dollars of debt would 
noi be noticed. He was one of those who had 
actively participated in the measures preceding the 
declaration of war against Great Britain; and he 
thanked God he had lived to see the debt incurred 
in the prosecution of that war, amounting to above 
one hundred millions of dollars, entirely discharged, 
without being felt by the people. By this bill no 
permanent debt was created; it was more tempora- 
ry than the debt occasioned by Treasury notes. 
That was was a debi of four years, and this would 
be but of three years. It was not attempted to 
throw this deb‘ offio another Administration; but to 
liquidate: it, and leave no debi for the next Admi- 
nisiration, ‘although the present Administration 
had found a debt on coming into power. He 
trusted then, that taking all these considerations 
into view, the measure would be found of such a 
character as to commend itself to the favorable 
consideration of gentlemen on all sides of the 
House. 
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Mr. WRIGHT would cheerfully vote so much 
supplies as were necessary for the prompt and effi- 
cient discharge of the operations of the Treasury 
Department; but he was not convince. by the ar- 
guments of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
that the sum proposed by him was necesary. 

Mr. CLAY said he ought to have supplied the 
Senate with a piece of information, and that was, 
that the receipts fromeustoms, duriog the first 
half year ending on the Ist of July, was less than 
the lowest estima!e, being $5,703,000. 

Mr. WRIG‘{T continued. In the course of the 
preliminar’y debate, it was obvious thata wide dif- 
ference ex):ted between the Senator from Ken- 
tacky and himself »s to the liabilities and resources 
of the Treasury; but without going into that 
matter now, he would say that he would be much 
relieved if convinced that the passage of this bill 
would not fac litaie proceedings in carrying out the 
provisions of the billto distribute revenue derived 
from the sales of the public lands. If onthe face of this 
act of legislation, he could see the distinet and clear 
declaration that the bill was not intended to bor- 
row money to supply a deficiency proposed to be 
created by the distribution of the land sales, the 
bill would be divested of one of its most serious 
objections. Without expressing his opinion as to 
the wants of the year, he felt bound to supply them, 
and for the year only, leaving the future wants of 
the Goverpinent as a subject for consideration, 
when the rearrangement of our system of duties was 
taken up by Congress. He had prepared an amend- 
met, which he was unable to see would be objec- 


tionable to the friends of the bill. He desired to | 


render it ceriain, that they should not borrow any 
money to supply any distribution from the Trea- 
sury. He moved the following amendment, to be 
added to the Isi section of the bil: 


“Provided, however, That nothing in this act contained, 
shall be construed to authorize any further or greater amount 
of loans, than shal! appear to the President of the United States 
to be necessary, to defray the current expenses of the Govern’ 
ment, and to redeem, as they shall become redeemable, the 
Treasury notes which have been issued, and are to be issued 
under the authority existing laws, after the application of 
the money in the Treasury, andall the accruing revenue from 
custome, lands, and all o\her sources, to this object. 

T“Nor shall any poruou of such money or revenue, or the 
the avails of any loan to be made under the authority granted 
in this act, be applied to the redemption of Treasury notes 
outstanding and not due, and payable, according to the terms of 
such notes; | nor y portion of accruing revenue, from what- 
ever source derived, be applied to any other purpose than the 
paymentol the current expense cof Government,and the pay 
ment of the outstanding Treasury notes due and payable, when 


the conse juence of oiher appropriavons might be an increase of 


public debt to be contracted under this act.” 

fhe design of the amencment was that the mo- 
ney should not be borrowed, except to supply a 
deficiency which might exist in the Treasury after 
the application of the now accruing revenue; end 
that the loan shall not be made under this bill to 
take up, in advance, the outstanding Treasury 
notes. He considered it would be a bad operation 
financially, to redeem these notes now in a stock, 
which had three years to run. 

If the customs was increased as the Secretary of 
the Treasury had recommended, those notes could 
be redeemed by the accruing revenue. And the 
object of the amendment was also to make the bill 
what the honorable Senator from Kentucky said it 
was designed to be—an authority to supply the 
wants ef the Treasury, and not by any means to 
facilitate the operations of the distribution act. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator from New York 
had said that it was not incumbent on Congress to 
provide the means of Government beyond the pre- 
sent year. ‘They could not apportion the exact 
amount of Treasury notes, between the latter part 
of this and the first of next year. The Senator 
from New York knew that under the Compromise 
Act, on the 31st of December next, one moiety of 
five million dollars went off from duties, and the 
other on the last of June of next year. and if no 
provisions were made against the deficiency from 
this canse, he had no doubt but the twelve millions 
loan would be far short. If he understood the 
amount of the amendment, he had no objection to 
it, except that clause forbidding the contraction of 
any loan to take up Treasury notes, before the 
time they were made payable. In cases wherea 
joan could be contracted ata less rate of interest 
than the note paid, it was right that the Secretary 
have the power to a make Joan, and absorb the 


Treasury notes. He proposed to the Senator to 
withdraw that clause. 

Mr. WRIGHT expressed his willingness to mo- 
dify it in the manner desired by the Senator, but 
he repeated his opinion that it would not be an 
economical administration for the Government, 
with the prospect of redeeming these notes from 
the accruing revenue, (o put them outof its power 
for three years for the purpose of saving one per 
cent. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senator from New 
York would not modify the amendment as pro- 
posed. It would still leave the Secretary at liberty 
to exchange stock not redeemable for three years 
for Treasury notes, which will be redeemable at 
the expiration of the year after their issue. To 
understand the force of the objection to this ex- 
change, we must cast our eyes to the other wing of 
the Capitol, and witness what’s going on there. A 
bill has been reported in that House to raise the 
duties on imports to twenty per cent. on all articles 
new duty free, or which are subject to a duty less 
than twenty percent. Tnis would raise the reve- 
nue from that source alone to twenty-five millions 
of dollars, which, with that from the public lands, 
if the Distribution bill should be defeated, would 
make the annual income of the Government at 
least twenty-eight millions of dollars. This vast 
increase of income is proposed at the moment 
when the expenditures of the Government ought te 
be reduced at least four or five millions of dol- 
lars, in consequence of the near approach to the 
termination of the Flerida war, the completion of 
public buildings, the falling in of pensions, and 
diminution under various other heads of expendi- 
ture. 

Now he would ask, what must be the inevitable 
result of this vast increase of revenue, with a great 
diminution in expenditure, should this exchange 
be permitted? The first effect would be that there 
would be no public debtto absorb the surplus for 
the next three years. The next inevitable result 
would be either a large accumulation of surplus, 
with all the corrupting and disorganizing effects 
which we have recently experienced, or a vast in- 
crease of disbursements, which wouid bring back 
all that lawless and wasteful system of expendi- 
tmres which are now in the course of reduction, 
and which have deen found so difficult to reduce. 
Such must be the certain consequences. 

Let genilemen of the staple States be warned. 
Your constituents (addressing them) believe that 
they pay far more than their due share of the im- 
ports; tha! tariffs, debts, and taxes, fall heavily upon 
them, a’ dthat they receive but very little remu- 
nerati)nr in the shape of disbursements. In all 
thisi « velieved they were righ!; and he would ask 
gen ‘emen of all sides from that section of the 
coirtry, whether they can justify themselves in 
¥4; porting measures which, whether intended or 
a »t, are calcu ated 'o bring back the state of things 
which existed some eight or ten years since, and 

rom which they and their constituents have been 
extricated with so much difficulty. 

But passing over many other considerations, he 
objected to loans, because when made by the Go- 
vernment for bank paper, as they must be, they 
were, in their nature, fraudulent. What is the 
nature of the transaction stripped of all disguise, 
and viewed as itreally is? The Government gives 
to banks in the form of stocks, bearing say six per 
cent. interest, and receive from the banks in ex- 
change their promissory notes without interest. 
And what gives circulation to these promissory 
netes beyond the amount of tKeir capital in gold 
and silver? What but the fact that the Govern- 
ment gives them credit by putting them on the 
same footing with gold and silver in all i's pecu- 
niary transactions, whether in the collection of its 
dues, in the payment of the public lands, or its dis- 
bursements? Thorough your credit, the community 
at large give them credit; and it is this, and not be- 
cause they are incorporations, which circulates 
iheir notes, and gives them a credit so far beyond 
the amount of their capital. What is this then but 
Government buying ‘its own credit from the banks 
at the rate of six per cent. instead of using its own 
credit directly and exclusively, which would be as 
safe, and much safer, than make an exchange for 





it at the rate of six per cent. with the nominal] 
credit of the banks? He knew that this would be 
ealled abstraction—metaphysics—by the whole 
corps, who are now so busily engaged in using the 
Government as the agent to delude and plunder the 
people under the mystification of general terms— 
banks, st.cks, loans, and thelike. He cared not 
what they called it; it is in fact nothing more 
than a plain and simple process of analysis, in- 
tended to show the real nature of the transaction 
covered up under those vague and general terms 

Mr. CLAY said he differed with the Senator 
from South Carolina as to the amount which 
would be brought into the Treasury by increasing 
the duties to 20 percent. Instead of twenty-five 
millions it would not be more than twenty-two or 
twenty-three millions. Mr. Cray then went at 
some length into the pledges which were given by 
the party now in power during the Presidential 
canvass, and said they would be redeemed. He 
alluded to the remark that he [Mr. CaLnoun] re- 
presented a tax-paying people. He represent a 
tax-paying people, with his 350,000 niggers and a 
moiety of whites! Don’t we all represent a tax- 
paying people? Kentucky paid more tax per capi- 
ta than South Carolisa, and he would ventare to 
say that the people of the free Atlantic States pay 
more than the white inhabitants of South Carolina. 
But this is not ali the compiaint. The expendi- 
tures are not in his section of the country; they are 
in another place. Weil, this unequal disburse. 
ment of the public money resulted from the nature 
of things, and if the Creator had made the tides to 
rise higher at Boston and New York than on the 
Gulf, it was no fault of this Government. We 
could not reverse the Jaws of nature for the sake 
of spending precisely as much money in South Ca- 
rolina as was necessary to be expended in the same 
space in other parts of the Union, and of the 
world. And if this bea fixed and uachangeable 
law, what is the case made out by the Senator but 
an argument for the dissolution of the Union, 
though he woald not atiribate that parpose to him? 
The taxes of this Government were paid by the 
consumefts, and there was more consumption by 
the free whites than by the slaves, and there was 
cons:guently more paid by the free Statec than the 
slave Siates. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the Senator from 
Kentucky told us that this bill would admit of no 
delay—that the Treasury was exhaus'ed, and that 
it must be passed forthwith; and yet, in the face 
of these deciarations, he has strayed wide of the 
subject into a debatable field which would take 
days to do justice to the subjects on which he has 
touched, if he (Mr. Catnoun) chose to follow his 
example. Ie had said noth:ng to justify this in- 
troduction of those general topics. All he said 
was that the gentlemen whom he addressed, and 
who are from the staple States, represented con- 
stituents opposed to tariffs, to wasteful expendi- 
tures, and the other consequences which must ne- 
cessarily flow from this measure; and that he be- 
lieved they were right in their opposition. This, 
as amatter of fact, the Senator knew was incon- 
irovertible, and he, in order to have something to 
say, directs his attack against the proposition which 
he (Mr. CatHoun) had maintained some wecks 
since, when another subject ander consideration— 
that the fiscal action of the Government—that is 
taking taxation and disbursements together—must 
of necessity be unequal. Does he, the Senator, 
undertake to deny the truth of the assertion? Can 
any man, who has the least undersianding upon 
the subject deny that it must necessarily result— 
taking taxation and disbursements together—that 
one portion of the community must receive back 
in disbursements more than it paid in taxes and 
another less; and that to the former, taxes would, 
in reality, be but bounties; while to the latter, they 
would be what their name imports, taxes? In 
making the assertion he only laid down a great and 
fundamental truth—a proper understanding of 
which was necessary to a just action of the Go- 
vernment. Without venturing to deny the pro 
sition, the Senator asserts that it must lead to dis- 
union, and thinks it so palpable that it is necessary 
to acquit me of aiming at it. ‘. 

It would indeed lead to disunion if the only ob 
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‘ect of Government was money; buat he (Mr. Cat- 
noun) held that it had higher and holier purposes— 
liberty, security, and perfecting the high moral and 
jnteliectual qualities with which our Maker has 
thought proper to endow es. Solong as Governe 
ment fulfilled the parpose for which it was institu- 
ted—the advancement of these high and holy ob- 
jects, every p: rtion of the community ought to be 
willing cheerfully to bear the unequal pecuniary 
weight which must necessarily result from its fiscal 
action, provided—and here he differed from the 
Senator—that no burdens were imposed but such 
as the just wants of the Government required: 
that no expenditure be made but on such objects 
as fell within the legitimate purposes for which 
Government was inStituted: that due economy 
should be observed in the collection and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue: and finally, 
that the expenditure should be made as equal as 
the nature of the sabject would permit. The South 
asks no more, but thus much she demands and will 
jasist on. As to himself, he (Mr. C.) would rather 
his own lot, with these limitations, should be cast 
in the portion of the country that contributes most 
to the public Treasury, than that which receives 
most. If it should be less favorable to its wealth, 
it would be more favorable to its morals, patriot- 
ism, and its relative political weight in the Union. 

Will the Senator under underiake to deny that 
in this Union there isa tax paying and tax eon- 
suming portion? How else will he account for the 
fact thatin 1823, just before the public debt was 
paid, the taxes, under the name of duties, were 
raised to the enormous amount which they were— 
equal at least to two or three times the amount 
which the wants of the Government required, and’ 
which actually exceeded what it could expend. 
Hew else can he account for it, than, even after the 
surplus had accumulated beyond the expen‘iture, 
a sieady, powerful, aud successful resistance 
against the reduction of duties here, compelled one 
of the members of the Union, to resort to the extra- 
ordinary powers of the system to effect the reduc- 
tion? On the supposition that one portion of the 
community was benefited, while the other was 
crushed to the earth by this oppressive system, 
all this is easily explained; but on any other it is 
@ profound mystery. 

He would conclude without noticing the other 
remarks of the Senator, which, for the most part, 
consisted of loose, desultory declamation, for which 
be is at least as much distinguished as he would 
have him (Mr. Catwoun) to be for abstraction and 
metaphysics. 

Mr. WRIGHT, as his friends could not consent 
ta the modification, and as he himself preferred the 
amendment without it, declined modilying. 

Mr. CLAY then renewed his motion to strike 
out the elause prohibiting the redemption of Trea- 
sury notes not due. 

Mr. BENTON read from a work by Col. Todd, 
giving the opinions of Gen. Harrison, of which 
immense numbers were issued pending the Presi- 
dential election, and in that werk there was no 
mention of a National Bank, or of a distribution 
bill, or any other of the measures which it is now 
said were decided by that election; but it went to 
show that General Harrison had no other opinion 
than that he would sign all laws passed by Con- 
gress. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked for the ayes and 
noes on the amendment. 


Mr. BUCHANAN thought there was no differ- 
ence in sentiment on this subject between the gen- 
tlemen on opposite sides of the chamber. Was 
there any authority given to the Secretary of the 
Treasury by this bill to anticipate the payment of 
Treasury notes? 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there was not. 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Cray of Kentucky to the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Wriaur, aad it was carried: 
ayes 27, noes 21, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of India- 
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na, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay ot Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

Mr. WRIGHT considered the adoption of the 
amendment as important. He was opposed to the 
bill if it was intended to facilitate the purposes of 
the distribution bill. The Senator from Kentucky 
had assured him there was no such intention, but 
he thought it would be better to express ihis on the 
face of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY said if the amendment was a side 
blow at the distribution bill, he thought it objec- 
tionable. 

Mr. WRIGHT sai! there was no side b'ow 
about it. ‘The amendment was drawn to meet the 
precise state cf the case. The bill proposed to 
raise money for the wants of the Government, and 
he wished to confine it to that object. 

Mr. CLAY said, then he could not support the 
amendment. He was not wil'ing to preclude Go- 
vernment in advance, and could not help expres:- 
ing his surprise that the Senator should have pro- 
posed th's amendment to the bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was assured by the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] the Senator from 
Indiana, (Mr. Smivs} and other Senators all around 
him, that the object of this bill was simply 
to supply the wanis cof the Government; and 
when he wanted to express that object on the 
face of the bill, honorable Senators rise in their 
places and express their surprise. Without this 
amendment, if this bill shoald pass, and 
the distribution bill should also pass, the ef- 
effect would be this: when the period for mak- 
ing the distribution should arrive, which was one 
year after the passage of the bill, if there was net 
sufficient funds in the Treasury, the money raised 
by this loan might be applied to that purpose. His 
object was to prevent that. In his opinion we 
had no constitutional power to bor:ow mouey to 
distribute among the States. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON briefly opposed the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired if five millions provided 
for in the present bill, was not to pay off Trea- 
sury notes not due until afier the 4th of March 
next? Why could these be not as well provided 
for at the next session? or-was it to create the im- 
pression that twelve millions was the amount of 
the legacy of debt hequeathed by Mr. Van Bu- 
ren to the present Administration? 

Mr. PRESTON was opposed to the amendment, 
as anticipating a contingency which might, or 
might not happen. He thought every measure 
should be opposed on its own merits; and it would 
be time enough io fight the distribution bill when it 
was taken up 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said there was no inten- 
tion of borrowing mosey for distribution. The de- 
ficiency in the public Treasury, occasioned by the 
distribution of the proceeds of the lands, would be 
supplied by a tax on luxuries. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked the Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Smiru] if there was any restriciing 
clause in the distribution bill, providing that no 
distribution should be made until there was a sur- 
plus in the Treasury. He had understood that the 
Senator had declared he would not consent to a dis- 
tribution, if loans or taxes were necessary to sup- 
ply the deficiency. Is not the bill, as he has re- 
ported it back from the committee of which he is 
chairman, somewhat inconsistent with that declara- 
tion? Gentlemen say this loan is not intended for 
purposes of distribution. Then why not say so on 
its face? If the amendment was negatived, he 
would understand, and the whole country would 
understand it as a declaration by the dominant 
party that they hac the power, and weuld exercise 
it, of borrowing money to be disiributed among the 
States. 

Mr. KING had understood from the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky, this morning, 
that he was prepared to show that the Trea- 
sury needed the whole amount provided for in 
this bill, and he (Mr. K.) was bound to say 
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that he had entirely failed of doing so. The 
amount wanted for the services of the year, was, in 
his (Mr. K’s) opinion, not more than $2,600,000. 
He asked the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Preston] how he could support this bill, opposed 
as he was to borrowing mouey for distribution, 
when it was evident a portion of this loan would be 
applied to that pur-pose. 

Mr. PRESTON said the bill estimated tweive 
millions as necessary for the exigencies of the Go- 
vernment, and gave a discretionary power with the 
President to borrow that much if he deemed it ne~ 
cessary. He would oppose the Distribution bill 
when it came properly before them. , 

Mr. LINN said, pending the late Presidential 
elections, it was asserted that the nation was forty 
millions in debt, and immense numbers of maps, 
printed in columns similar to geological strata, 
were circulated throughout the country, in whieh 
the expend.tures of Mr. Van Buren’s administra- 
tion, compared with those that preceded it, towered 
like the Andes or Himalaya mountains. The 
debt of forty millions hassince been gradually re- 
duced as we have approached it from 40 to 30, then 
to 25, then to 18, and now finally to 12 millons, 
six of which are not due till next March, and area 
debt coniracted by the present Administration. 
Trickery and humbuggery were very prevalent in 
modern times, and the Whigs had been practising 
them ona graad scale; but, thank God, the time 
was coming, when trickery and humbuggery would 
not answer. 

Mr. L. denounced in warm terms the distribution 
of the public revenue at the present crisis, when 
every cent should be applied to putiing the country 
in a proper state of defence. He directed their at- 
tention to the frontiers, and inquired whether there 
was not much probability that the proceeds of the 
public flands might be necessary to protect those 
who had jurchased, or were invited to purchase 
them, {om the savage hordes who were ready, at the 
first sound cf war with England, to break in and 
ravage and destroy the scattered settlements. He 
alluded to the drain which the recent defence of our 
national territories had made upon the Treasury, 
and asked if this was a time to give away the na- 
tion’s resources in these lands. 

Mr. ALLEN traced this policy to its resuits. 
He pointed to those who were pressing upon the 
heels of Congress to hurry on taose measures. He 
pointed to the letters received by the Secretary of 
Siate from Mr. Bates of the House of Barings, 
and from the Rothschilds of London, insisting that 
itis of “the atmost importance in a financial as 
well asacommercial view of the national character 
and credit of the United States,” a State’s debts 
should be provided for; and telling Mr. Webster 
that “from the general expectations which are en- 
tertained that your able Administration will ob- 
serve a sound policy, honorable as well as advan- 
tageous to the Republic, and from the high opinion 
we have formed of your enlightened views and 
zealous regard for the interest of your country, we 
have no doubt you will deem an occasion of this 
nature worthy of particular attention.” He asked 
what was the policy now proposed, but that dic- 
tated in the letter of Rothschilds and Barings, and 
the whole list of London bankers, whose corre- 
spondence, as recently drawn from the State De- 
partment, is now before Congress. They seek pro- 
vision for the payment of the dividends due from 
the States. The public lands are distributed to 
make that provisior, and the General Government, 
as a consequence, is called upon torn up a na- 
tional debt with those bankers to supply the deficit 
in its own Treasury. The States areno longer 
able to borrow to pay the interest on their debts, 
aad the General Government is driven to give up 
its revenne, and to borrow for itself, because the 
States are no longer able to borrow for themseives, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Wnriasr, and decidedia the regative— 
ayes 23, noes 26, as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—23. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Poiter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith ef Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 

Oa motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate then 
went into Executive session, and afterwards ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 16, 1541. 

After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. BIDLACK, upon leave, presente! a memorial in relation 
to the repeal of the acta of Congress admitting railroad iron 
free of duty. Mr. Broiack, after referring to what he had 
heretofore stated upon the subject of the Qnequal operations of 
the tariff laws on the subject of iron, said he had desired to of- 
fer che following resclation, and (o reler the matter to the Com. 
mittee on Manufactures: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be instruct- 
ed tu inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the 
provisions of any actof Congress as admits the importation of 
railroad iron free of duty, and to inquire generally whether the 
effects of the present tariff lawson the subject of iron are not 
unjust and unequal in their operations 

After some conversation with Mr. Finumore, chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, in which Mr. Fitumore was 
understood to say that the committee would report a bill effect- 
ing the object proposed, 

Mr, BIDLACK said he would, for the present, let the petition 
go to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By leave of the House, Mr. WINTHROP of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. GOODE of Ohio, presented memorials, which were 
ay ef referred. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and obtained leave to offer the 
foliowing resolutions: 

Resovived, That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, and 
the Postmaster General, do, severally, report to this House, at 
the next session of Congress, the nuinber of persons employed 
in the public service, in any manner, in their respective depart- 
ments, or in any business direcUy or indirectly connected with 
wueh departments, ether in orout of Washington City; and 
that they also report the duties required by law and performed 
by all such persons; what portion of their time is required in 
the performance of such duties; what is their compensation 
severally, and what reform and retrenchment may $e reasona 
ble and praeticable in diminishing the number of persous so 
employed in the public service—excepting all soldiers, ma- 
rines, and sailors, and their officers, in the service of the United 
States, from the operation hereof. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury do report to 
the House of Representatives, at its next session, in what me 
dium or currency the several Pension Agents, since March, 
1839, have paid the several pensioners within their agencies, 

Resolved, 1 hat the Secretary o! the Treasury do, at the next 
session, report to this House what sums shall have been paid 
into the Treasury, in virtue of all laws limiingthe pay or 
other emoluments of any officer or other person in the employ 
ment of the Government of the United States. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee offered the following amend- 
ment in addition to Mr. Davis's resolutions: 

“That the President of the United States be requested to lay 
before the House a list of all the officers of the Government 
who derive their appointment from the nomination of the Pre- 
sident and concurrence of the Senate, who have been removed 
from office since the 4th of March last, denoting insuch iat 
their names, their grades, and dates of their removals, and of 
the persons appointed in their places. Also, a list of the names 
of those whose times of service, being limited to four years, 
were not fenomivated to the Seijate. And a like list of names 
of those nominated in their places. 

“And be it further resolved, That the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the savy, and 
the Secretary of War, and the Postmaster General, be directed 
to report to this House, the names of all persons removed from 
office or the employment of the Goverament, (other than those 
appointed by the President and Senate,) and the names of those 
appointed or employed fin ‘their places, since the 4th day of 
March last.” 

It was understood by Mr. Jonnson that Mr. Davis accept- 
ed the amendinent. 

Mr. DAVIS then moved the previous question, upon which 

Mr. JOHNSON said “agreed,” and commenced speaking. 

The SPEAKER said that Mr, Jounson was not entitle! to 
the floor. 

Mr. OLIVER said he was in favor of the proposed amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. C. Joun- 
soN,]} and he felt most happy to tind his friend trom Kentucky, 
{Mr. Davis,] who was the mover of the original proposition, 
accepting and assenting to thisamendment. He regarded the 
subject matter of the resolution and amendment as legitimate 
subjects of inquiry, and he hoped the House would sustain the 
amendment and original proposiuon. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennesse now claimed the floor to speak 
upon his amendment. 

The SPEAKER said that he was notentitledto it. That 
when Mr. J. offered his amendment he took his seat, and thereby 
forfeited his right to the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he resumed his seat to await the read. 
ing of his amendment by the Cierk. 

Sn. BOTTS asked Mr. Davis of Kentucky to withdraw the 
pre vious question to permit him to offer the following as an ad- 
ditional resolution: 

“That they also report the names ofall officers removed under 
similar circumstances, from the 4th March, 1829, to the 4uh 
March, 1811; {andalso toinform this House why they have not 
removed faithless and incompetent officers with greater des- 
patch than they have done.’’} 

Mr. DAVIS ssid heascepted Mr. Borrs’s amendment, and 
asked the Ulerk now to read the resolution as modified, which 
was done accordingly. 

Mr. BROWN ef Pennsylvania suggested to Mr. Borrs to 
amend hisamendment by inserting in the proper place the fol- 
lowing: 

“And the reason why competent officers have heen removed, 
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and incompetent men, of bad character, appointed in their 
laces. 

Mr. BOTTS declined the suggestion. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked a division of the resolution, so as 
to _ the question on Mr. Davis’s and Mr. Borts’s sepa- 
rately. 

Me. STANLY moved to lay the whole subject upon the table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the resolution. 

Mr. TURNEY of Tennessee asked if the reading of the reso- 
lution Was in order, it having been read once. 

The CHAITR said it was in order. 

Mr. TURNEY said he had no objection to the reading; but 
he desired to havea uniform rule. The other day heasked to 
have a bill read on its final passage, that had not been read at 
all, andit was refused. He therefore appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Chair. 

The question was then taken, and the decision of the Chair 
sustained. ‘The question was then taken on the motion to la 
the resolution on the table, and resulted in yeas 65, nays 114, 
So the House refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. ALFORD of Georgia rose to a question of order. He 
said the subject was pot embraced in the President’s message, 
and was therefore not in order under a Jate rule of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked the Clerk to read 
the rule. 

Mr. ALFORD withdrew his question of order. 

Mr. BO'TS said the Speaker had been mistaken in suppos- 
ing that the previous question had been ordered. 

The Sv EAKER acknowledged that he had. 

Mr. McKAYjof North Carolina asked alivision of Mr. Borts’s 
amendment, to take the question first on that part of it not in- 
cluded in brackets; and second on that part included in brackets; 
which was agreed to, 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays on the first 
branch of Mr. Borr’s amendment, and resulted as follows: 
Yeas 188, nays 4. 

The nays were Messrs. ANoDkEWws, CusHING, Dawson, and 
WIsE. 

The second division ofthe amendment was then read, and 
upon it the yeas and nays were ordered, and were—yeas 34, 
nays 145, as follows: 

YEA%—Messrs. Arnold, Aycrigg, Blair, Botts, Bronson, W1l- 
liam B Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, Clinton, Cowen, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, Fessenden, A. Lawrence Foster, Gen- 
try, Graham, Green, Halsted, Hudson, Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Briggs, Rodney, Russell, snyder, 
Taliaferro, Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Renaselear, and John 
Young—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Arrington, Babcock, Baker, Barton, 
Black, Boardman, Bordon, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Bur- 
nell, Sampson H, Butler, William Butler, Wm. O. Butler. Green 
W.Caldwell, J. Campbell, T.J-Campbell,Cary, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Cranston, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, K. D. Davis, 
William C. Dawson, John B, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, 
Doig, Eastman, John Edwards, Ferris. Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Gamble, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Patrick G. Gowe, Gordon. Greig, Hall, Harris, Wil- 
liam S, Hastings, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, James, Cave 
Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McCiel- 
lan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Samson Mason, John Thompson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Miller, Morgan. Morrow, New 
hard, Nisbet, Oliver, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pendieton, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powe!l, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, 
Ridgway, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Sergeant, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To. 
land, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Ward, Warren, Washing- 
ton, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, and Augustus Young 
—145. 

So the second branch of the amendment of Mr. Borrs wa 
r-jected. 

The question was then then taken on the adoption of the 
amendment as amended, by yeas and nays, and was carried 
in the affirmative by yeas 12 , nays 78. 

The resolution was then adopted as amended by yeas 128, 
nays 71. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Mouse a report fom the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury in relation to the manner in which the 
Sub-Treasury law had been carried into execution; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PROFFIT of Indiana wished to ask what had become of 
the Sub-Treasury repeal bill. Not in order. 

Mr. McKEON of New York asked the chairman of the Com: 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, when he meant to report in the Mc- 
Leod case. No answer. 

The House then went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
Winturop of Massachusetts in the chair, and took up the 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The question being on the motion that the committee rise 
and reportthe bill and amendments tothe House— 

Mr. CUSHING spoke in reply to remarks made by Mr. 
Ruerr the day previous, in which he insisted that gentleman 
had fallen into great errors in relation to the McLeod contro- 
versy. The chief of these errors was the statement that the 
real difficulty between this Government and Great Britain on 
that question had arisen under this Administration, and not 
that which preceded it. Mr. C. referred to Mr. Fox’s letter to 
Mr. Forsyth, which had been dated near three months before 
the last Administration went out of power, instead of its bein 
but a few weeks, as stated by Mr. R. In that letter a deman 
had been made—whether peremptory or not in its tone might 
be a matter of opinion and dispute—but certainly an explicit 
demand for the liberation of McLeod. This was on the 13th of 
December, while the Van Buren Administration had not gone 
out ull the 4th of March. The gentleman had considered this 
demand as evincing nothing serious, nothing hostile, on the 
part ofthe British Government: but the gentleman’s colleague 
{Mr. Pickens) had held a different opinion, and used very dif- 
ferent language in his celebrated report as chairman of the 
Commitice on Foreign Relations: in that documentit had been 
treated as a solemn matter, and as presenting an issue of 
peace or war, How far that report might or might not have 
contributed to hasten or to produce such an issue, Mr. ©. 
would not undertake to say: Dut the question between the two 


Governments was certainly a serious question during the for. 
mer Administration. 

Mr. CLIFFORD here interposed, and called upon Mr. Cosx- 
ING to say whether there was any thing in that report (Picx 
ENs’s] which he then denied, or now denies? F 

Mr. CUSHING said it would notbe in order, nor would it « 
delicate toward the committee, to go into any thing that had 
passed there on that occasion. 

Mr. CLIFFORD again called upon hism to affirm or deny: 
Mr. CUSHING sai: he did not choose to answer that questio 
as it was not now. before the committee. When he thought it 
material he would answer it. Mr. C. expressed his high grati- 
fication at the patriotic and honorable tone of the remarks of 

Mr. RaeErt, in regard to his readiness to stand by the count 
whenever her honor should be assailed, and he regretted that 
the question should ever have been mooted as to wha! Admi. 
nistration it was under which a national difficulty should have 
arisen. But as the question had been raised, he cesired that the 
facts should be accurately stated and understood. Shoulda 
solemn public question grow of the existing state of things, he 
trusted the Committee on Fereign Relations would continue to 
present, as on all such questions it had, hitherto presented, an 
undivided front. , 

Mr- RHETT disclaimed any intention, in the remarks he had 
made, to impute blame to the present Administration, or com. 
mendation to that which had lately been in power as to this 
McLeod controversy. And under which of them the question 
had become so serious a matter was perfectly immaterial. His 
only intention in alluding to it had been to repel the accusation 
made by a gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mason, ] that gentlemen 
attached to the late Administration, and who wete now very 
violentin relation tothe honor of the nation, as connected with 
that question, had formerly submitted with all patience and qui. 
etness to insult and outrage on the American peeple. It had 
not been his intention to censure either Administration. All he 
had meant to insist upon was, that the McLeod case, with its 
surrounding difficulties, originated, in its present ominous as- 
pect, under this rather than under the last Administration. As 
to its first commencement, indeed, every body knew that it had 
originated three years ago. It was true that Mr.-Fox’s letter 
had been written it December, but in saying it had been written 
but a feweeks before the late Administration went out of power, 
he had spoken loosely and generally, but correctly enough, with- 
out aiming at exactness. Now, as to the tone of that Adminis. 
tration as this question, had they, as soon as Mr. Fox’s letter 
was received, taken extreme ground in regard tothe demand it 
contained, it would have been said that they had vapored in se. 
curity, knowing that the results would have to be met and car- 
ried Gut by others who were to succeedthem, 

Mr. R. insisted that there was a wide and obvions difference 
between the tone of Mr. Fox when addressing Mr. Forsyth 
and his late letter to Mr. Webster; and he quoted the former 
letter to show this. In the first letter he had spoken without 
full authority. It was a ‘call on the Government of the United 
States to interfere to obtain the release of McLeod,” but the lat- 
ter, “the demand of the immediate liberation’’ of McLeod, was 
made alter communication and instructions received from 
his Goverament at home. It was this letterand Mr. Webster’s 
answer to it which constituted the issue between the two na- 
tions; and in relation to that issue it was his own cpinion that 
one of the two nations must recede, or else a resort to war 
seemed inevitable. Now such an issue had not existed under 
the last Administration: it had been produced by the corre- 
spondence which had recently passed, since the present Admi- 
nistratiun had come into power. Whether McLeod should 
be hung or acquitted, there still remained a demand upon Great 
Britain for satisfaction for the invasion of our territory and the 
destruction of the Caroline: for no Administration would ever be 
sustained by the American people which showed a willingness 
to bow at the feet of any foreign power. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts insisted that the question had been a serious one 
before the late Administration gave up the reins, and he refer- 
red to the fact of the printing of his colleague’s [Mr. Pickens’s) 
report; bntthe mere printing ofa reportinferred no sanction 
or approval ofall it contained: it was a mere act of of ordinary 
courtesy to a standing committee of the House. Gentleman 
continually voted to print reports, to every line of which they 
were utterly opposed. Mr. R. had voted to print the late re- 

pore ofthe Secretary of the Treasury, though he believed it to 
be stuffed with errors from one ead of it tothe other. True, the 
report (Mr. Pickens’s] had produced some excitement in 
Europe, but there had been no action of Congress upon it. 
The excitement arose not from its details asto the Caroline 
affair, nor the positions it assumed with respect toit. The 
details were familiar, and the same pusition had been assumed 
before, in Mr. Forsyth’s communication, when our Govern- 
ment was first informed that Great Britain acknowledged 
the act to be done by herauthority. It was not the case of the 
Caroline that created the excitement; but it was the ani- 
madiversions—the report contained on the ambition and ar- 
rogance of England; her ambition in pretending to universal 
dominion, in pushing her conquests into all quarters of the 
world; and her insolence in trespassing, whenever it suits her 
jnterests, on the rights ofother nations. It was this which was 
calculated to awaken all nations to her aggressions—which ir- 
ritated and enraged her people. If such suggestions make af- 
fairs “serious” with Great Britain, it only showed that we at 
least, as an independent nation, should be still more jealous of 
our rights. Concession was not the way to security with such 
a power. ; > 

‘After a word or two of explanation by Mr. Cusnine to Mr. 
Ruetr— 

Mr. PICKENS said that he was glad that an opportunity had 
at length been presented to him of making some explanations 
in reference to the history of the report to which allusion had 
been made. He had not been present yesterday when the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mason] had been 
made. From this morning’s report in the Intelligencer, it ap- 
peared that that gentleman had evinced a disposition to consi- 
der Mr. P. asthe author of the report intended to excite agita- 
tion on both sides of the water, and to throw the responsibi!t- 
ty of the consequences upon the present Administration. Mr. 
P. should say as little as possible ona subject so delicate, as he 
did not consider this the proper tribunal for the discussion of 
high and delicate questions of diplomatic intercourse. It would 
be recollected (hat a resolution had been introduced into the 
Honse by the gentleman from New Yerk, now chairman of the 

Sommuttee of Ways and Means, (Mr. Firumors,] at the close 
of the last seasion, calling on the President for the correspon- 
dence with the British Government in relation to the burning 
of the steamboat Caroline, in which the demand had been made 
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for the liberation of McLeod, and that gentleman had himself 


moved to print the communication received in answer to 
that call, and refer it to tie committee of which Mr. P. had 
been appointed chairman, It was by that gentleman’s motion 
that the correspondence had been thrown on Mr. P’s hands, 
Nor should he ever forget that the motion had been accompa- 
nied by the mover with some pretty bellicose remarks, which 
had been followed by others in a still higher strain from another 
entieman from New York, now at the head of the General 
Coat Office, {Mr.Grancer.}] Mr, P. had risen at the time, and 
entreated gentlemen te keep quiet, intimating that very inte- 
resting questions might grow out of the communication re- 
ceived, and that a more reserved and prudent tone should be 
observed ia regard to then. A gentleman from Kentucky on 
his left({Mr. Unpsrwoop] had then risen and delivered a very 
remarkable speech, indeed, on the motioa of reference, in 
which he had chalked out an outline of what the report ought 
to contain, and had declared that the whole nation would hold 
Mr. P. responsible for the tone and positions of any report that 
might be presented. 

Thus it had been entirely by the act of gentlemen on the 
other side in politics that Mr. P. an@ the committee had been 
made parties in the matter. Me had thought it, at the time, a 
course somewhat impolitic and premature; but the case had 
been thrown upon him, and that with very solemn warning too 
as to his responsibility under it. And was he, when placed in 
such circumstances, to shrink from his duty? The Speaker 
had placed him at the head of an important committee: gentle- 
men on the other side had «hosen to make agitating speeches, 
and had then thrown the papers into his hands to be reported 
on. Mr. P. was sensible the question was of a delicate nature. 
and he had been desirous of waiting till the trial of McLeo 
should have been decided; and although he had been held up be- 
fore the nation by the party leaders in that House and out of it 
and by ajesuitical party press of this city as an agitator, prepared 
to scatter firebrands through the country, he had urged the inex- 

diency of pressing the question to hasty action at that time. 

ut, instead of giving time for the trial of McLeod, the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Fittmors,} and a colleague of his, 
not now in this House, {Mr. Monrog,} had called upon Mr, P. 
for a report, adding that the country was,expecting and looking 
for it at his hands. Well did he know that a thousand hireling 
resses stood ready to denounce him as timid and cowardly, 
and as not daring to take that lufty stand which became a 
country jealous of its rights, an! well able to maintain them. 
Mr. P. had accordingly produced the report, but it had been 
prepared and presented without a word of consultation with 
the Administration then at the head of affairs; he discharged 
them from every thing like the remotest intention of casting an 
embarrassing question upon those who were to succeed them 
in the possession of power. It was due Mr. Van Buren and his 
Administration, if there were any blame to be attached to the 
report, to say that he, Mr. Van Buren, must not bear it. For 
Mr. Pickens knew the delicacy of his situation in relation to the 
,dministration about to come into power at that time—he had 
therefore not consulted the then President, directly or indirect- 
ly, or any member of his Cabinet—nor had he consulied any 
one in or out of power, except his colleague on the committee. 
He did not wish any public men, either in or out of the Cabi- 
pet, to bear any of the blame of thatreport. Whatever blame 
was to be attached to it, it must fallon him (Mr. Pickens) 
eotirely, and no gentleman ever saw it, or knew its substance, 
except the committee, until it was read to this House. At least 
itnever wasto Mr. P’s knowledge. This was due to the late 
Administration, as they had been traduced by a thousand de- 
magogues, for attempting to embarrass their successors, not- 
withstanding he (Mr. P.) had made a similar declaration upon 
the reception of the report, when it was first read in the House. 
No! sir; it was not becavse the report was impolitic that 
ae denounced—it was because it was true, every word 
of it. 

Yes, sir! those whipster editors and drivelling orators, who 
liveas whining sycophants upon power, may denounce that 
report, but while there is spirit in the land to vindicate the 
country’s rights, that report will find a response in every free- 
man’s heart. [ should have basely betrayed my country’s 
honor, if 1 had shrunk from’ the responsibilities that had 
been thrown around me y the action of this House. The 
principles in that report were principles which gentlemen now 
in the majority here had neverdenied. Mr. P. challenged them 
now torise and deny the facts there stated, or any one of them. 
They had never been denied either by the British press, or in 
the Parliamentary debates. They had denounced the report, 
net because it stated what was nol true, but what was true; be- 
cause it called public atteation, both here and ther’, to theam- 
bition of the British Gevernment, and to the danger arising to 
all other nations, from the growth of the aggressive policy of a 
great military power that seemed about to overshadow the 
earth. It was this which had wounded the national pride. It 
was this which stuck in her dignity, and produced so strong a 
feeling against the report. 

Mr P. complamed that, alt songh all his portion in the matter 

had been forced upon him by the Whigs themselves, he had 
been de 1eunced by a thousand demagogues, and by ten thousand 
demagogues, and by ten theusand abandoned presses, as an agi- 
tator, seeking to hu:l firebrands in evey direction, and reckless 
of kindling the flames of was between two great and powerful 
Christian nations. What could he have done less?) Was he 
basely to refuse to vindicate his country’s rights, whenit had 
been made his official duty to sus ain her honor? 
_ He could not entirely agree with his colleague |Mr. Ruetr]) 
in what he had said as to the issue between the countries being 
such that one or other of them must recede, or sacrifice its 
honor. He considered the demand by Mr. Fox as having been 
madeina remarkably cautious manner. The language was 
guarded; and he did not consider it as precluding all] adjustmeat 
of the question without directly qhondoniog the grounds taken. 
Great delicacy and caution were manifest in the choice of Jan- 
guage, and Mr. P. did not think the Government so entirely 
committed as his colleage seemed to suppose. 

Mr. Pickens then alluded to,the recent decision of the Su- 
preme Court of New York, and said it was an able opinion 
thatnever could be gainsaid here or in Great Britain. He 
trusted that McLeod would be tried; it was due to the inde- 

ndence and the rights of New York that he should be, but 

hoped that he would have a fair hearing—and above all it 
was due to the people of New Yerk—to their character—to our 
a glorious institutions—that he should have an impartial 


Mr. McKEON rose to speak. _ 
Mr, MORGAN rose to a question of order. 
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Mr. McKEON begged him to wait until he had said some- 
thing first. 

Mr. MORGAN said his object was not to interfere with his 
colleague, but he ratsed the point now, that the chair might de 
termine whether debate on the McLeod afiair was in order on 
the forufication bill. 

Mr. McKEON knew that it was a question on which the 
country felt deeply. He approved of Mr. Pickens’s report, 
fully and heartijy. He blushed to hear any differenge of opinion 
as tothe principles of that document. It was worthy ofthe cha- 
racter of the country; andit did not become us to quail before 
the insolent and arrogant power of Great Britain 

Mr. MeKeon had no idea that Great Britain would be so 
anxions to declare war against us. The great interests she 
had at stake would induce her to consider well before she war- 
red against this country, even if McLeod be not released or 
acquitted according to her request. She must have learned 
before this that we were not to be intimidated. Mr. Fox had 
demanded the immediate release of McLeod. That had been 
denied. He sent ho:me for instructions, and from England he 
received orders to again demand McLeod’s liberation. He 
again was told that this man could not be released. Mr. Fox 
must have patience. He had already waited since last Novem 
ber, when McLeod was imprisioned. McLeod was in the hands 
ofthe judiciary of the State of New York, and out of their 
hands could not now be taken by any power on earth, with- 
out the consent of ber autherities. The British Minister must 
know this to be the state of the case. Mr. McKeon wished 
that the true situation of this case in New York should be 
known. It was not the subject of party division in New 
York. 

Mr. BRONSON of Maine rose toa question of order, and said 
he was not to be put down. 

Mr. McKEON said he wished the gentleman to tell him what 
was in order. 

Mr. BRONSON said he must confine himself to the fortifica- 
tions in the bill. 

The House now permitted Mr. McKgon to proceed in 
order. 

Mr. McKEON. The Executive of that State had a corre- 
spondence with the Executive Department of the United Staces. 
and approved of the course of Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Forsyth 
The Legislature of that State had approved the course of the 
Governor of the State, and now we have evidence that the Ju- 
dicial Department of the State had solemnly decided that the 
opinions of President Van Buren, the Secretary of State of the 
United States, Mr. Forsyth, and of Governor Seward, were 
correct, and that McLeod must be tried—and tried he will be 
—and that within a short time, unless McLeod’s friends carry 
hiscase to the Court of Errors of the State of New York. The 
British Minister must patiently wait the decision of the Judicia- 
ry. Mr. McK. was proud of that opinion of the Supreme Court 
of the State of New York, and he believed that its principles 
could not be controverted. McLeod must be tried—if guilty 
he would be convicted. If he was not present atthe burning of 
the Caroline—ifhe can prove the alibi he says he can, let him 
at once submit to a trial, and then, in a short time, the whole 
case willbe atan end. McLeod’s case would be at an end; 
but the Caroline massicre and burning were not at an end 
He gave gentlemen in power notice that he would never cease 
his pursuit of that question. To that he would hold the pre. 
sent Administration. As long as he held a seat on this floor, he 
would unceasingly pursue this subject until he saw satisfacto- 
rily ‘settled a point which involved the question ofa violation of 
the territory of his State—the burning of property, and the 
murder of one of his fellow-citizens. 

Mr. BROWN of Philadelphia moved the following amend- 
ment: 

“To repair and arm Fort Mifflin, on the River Delaware, 
$20,000. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if it we@ia order to introduce the 
amendment, as it was anew work. 

Mr. BROWN said the work was as old as the Revolution— 
that itsunk two British frigates at that time, and had been re- 
paired during the alarm of a war with France. 

Mr. Brown then went on to say thathe had yesterday stated 
to the committee the utterly exposed and defenceless state of 
the city of Phifadelphia, and the shores of the Delaware, and 
the necessity there was for some early or immediate measures 
to be taken for their defence. The remarks since made by gen 
tleman ofall political parties in relation to the difficulties exist- 
ing between this country and Great Britain, had convinced him 
that war was not improbable, but likely tocome upon us. In 
view of this, he felt itdue to his constituents to make another 
attempt to shield them, as far as it was possible, from the im- 
pending dawger. It had been said by some genulemen on yester- 
day, that no appropriation ought to be made to any fortification 
that had not been recommended by the Executive Departments 
and a standing cammittee of the House. He trusted the Com- 
mittee of the Whole would not adopt any snch rule for its ac- 
tion; as, in such case, Peansylvania might as well be out of the 
Union. She had no representativein any of the Executive De- 
partments; her voice was nottheard in the Cabinet; how, then, 
were her interests to be attended to there? Nor was she any bet- 
ter off in the formation of the standing committees of the House. 
The Committee of *‘Ways and Means,” the most important in 
the House, and the one that reported this bill; was composed of 
the following gentlemen: 

Messrs. Millard Fillmore. N. ¥. Thomas W. Gilmer, Va- 
John M. Botts, Va. Samson Mason, Ohio, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Ky. Abraham Rencher, N. C. Francis W. Pickens, 8. C. John 
W. Jones, Va. Charles G. Atherton, N. Hi. 

A gentleman from New York is its chairman, and there are 
three gentlemen from Virginia on it, but not one from Penn- 
sylvania. How then could her defences be supposed to be fa- 
vorably regarded by the committee? But, sir, not only is Penn- 
sylvania not represented in this committee, but New Jersey and 
Delaware have no representation—leaving the whole interests 
of the Delaware bay and river, and the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, without one to look to and guard them. 

Again, sir, here is the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 

Messrs. William C. Dawson, Ga. David Wallace, Indiana, 
Robert 8. Caruthers, Tenn. Nathaniel Pendleton, Ohto, Wil 
liam L. Goggin, Va. Henry Van Rensselaer, N. ¥Y. William 
O. Butler, Ky. Thomas D, Sumter, 8.C. John Miller, Mis 
souri. 

A gentleman from Georgia isits chairman, and it is the com- 
mittee who alone is entrusted with the entire origination of for- 
tifications, or other means of defence on land; and, sir, Penn- 
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New Jersey. 
And again, sir, here is the 
Commitee on Naval Affairs. 

Messrs. Henry A. Wise, Virginia, Fdward Stanty, N. C. Gar- 
rett Davis, Kentucky, Thomas W. Williams, Conn. Thomas 
Butler King, Geo, Barker Burnell, Massachusetis, Willian P. 
Fessenden, Maing, Francis Matiory, Virginia, Nathan Clifford, 
Maine. 

This committee has charge of the naval defences vf the coun- 
try. A gentlentan from Virginia is Ks chairman, aad there are 
two gentlemen from that State on it, but mot one from 
Pennsylvania, nor trom belaware or New = Jersey. 
Thus, sit, is Pennsylvania, the secon! State*in the 
Union, and whose metropolis is the third or fourth 
in commercial Importance, without a single representative 
whose voice can be heard in the Executive councils of the na- 
tion, or in any one of the important Committees of this House. 
To her representatives, there/ore, on this floor, must she alone 
look for the protection of her rights and interesis. Mr. B. said 
| he did not wish to be understood as intending to cast any cen- 
sure upon the present President for the manner in which the 
} State of Pennsylvania had been overlooked or neglected in the 
Executive councils; he did not consider him as yet fully re- 
sponsible for the formation of the Cabinet, as they had been 
forced upon him, 

Mr. PROFFIT here called Mr. Brown to order, and a long 
discussion on order ensued, which occupied the cemmitiee for 
more than an hour. 

It appeared that the Chair had not particularly noticed the 
remark of Mr. B. relative to the Cabinet, and had decided that 
the general tenor of Mr. B’s argument was relevant, and, there- 
fore, in order 

Mr. PROFFIT took an appeal from the decision; and in re- 
ducing the ground of the appeal to writing, stated it ag though it 
rested exclusively on the reference to the Cabinet being forced 
upon the President, and the Chair was represented as having de- 
cided these words to be relevant and in order, 

‘Ihe CHAIR denied this. He had not noticed the expres- 
—— ifhe had, he should have ruled them out of order, as irre- 
evant. 

Mr. PICKENS warmly insisted on the right of every mem- 
ber to assall the Administration, either in its measures or mo- 
lives. 

The CHAIR admitted this. He desired to be distinctly un- 
derstood as sustaining the potnt of order as now presented by 
the gentleman from Indiana, not on the ground that members 
Were not at liberty to discuss the formation of the Cabinet, or 
their measures or motives, but simply because such a discus- 
sion was not relevant to the pending amerdment 

After a great deal of desultory conversation— 

Mr. BROWN took an appeal from the above decision of the 
Chair, and said he impeached the motives of no one, but merely 
stated facts. The force alluded to as having actuated the Pre- 
sicent was such as the President had himself acknowledged in 
his message—the force of previous arrangements made by 
General Harrison; and Mr. B. read from the President’s mea- 
sage to prove the truth of what he had alleged. 

This second appeal was argued at length by Messrs, BROWN, 
PICKENS, PROFFIT, DAWSON, MALLORY, and SAL- 
TONSTALL; 

When the question being put, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained—ayes 71, noes not counted. 

Mr. BROWN was tken allowed to proceed, and said he sup- 
posed it would be in order for him to show the propriety of 
the amendment he had offered, if 1 was not to speak of the 
cabinet or the commutees. By the vote of yesterday, ail 
appropriations for Fort Delaware on the Pea Patch, had been 
stricken out of the bill, and 1t was evident none would be made 
until the title to that island was secured, This would take 
some time; and if the title was aow settled, it would take some 
years to rebuild the fort. Under these circumstances he would 
ask the committee if 1 was right or proper to jeave the city of 
Philadelphia, the Navy Yard, and other public property. ex- 
posed, without the }east means of protection. Fort Mifflin, it 
Was true, was not such a fortification as they hada right to ex- 
pect from the General Government, but it had done good ser- 
vicein the Revolution, and had gene far to protect all above it 
during the Jast war. It would therefore afford some security, 
and might, he thought, very soon, and at a very little expense, 
be made effective. That he asked nothing but what was fully 
justified by the other provisions of the bill, he would read from 
a statement made to the Committee of Ways and Means by the 
Secretary of Warin relation to the works provided for, to 
show that when new works could not be begun or completed 
atan early day, old works, such as Fort Mifflin, were to be re- 
paired and armed. 

Thus: “Repairs of West Head and Southeast batte- 
ries, Governor's Island, Boston harbor.—These are’two old 
batteries on positions important for the defence of this harbor: 
more important now, aa the new defensive worke are not in an 
advanced state.”” To cost ten thousand dollars. 

“Repairs of Old Fort, at New Bedford harbor, Masa.— 
Until projects can be prepared for new works commensurate 
with the importance of this harbor, which muat require some 
years, itis recommended to put the old batteries in order for 
service.’ To cost five thousand dollars. 

“Repair of Old Fort Griswold, New London harbor, 
Conn.—The appropriation here asked is designed to place the 
battery portion ofthe old work in condition for service. The 
rebuilding of the old fort itself cannot be undertaken for some 
time, and in the interval the repaired battery would add mate- 
rially to the security of the harbor.” To cost ten thousand 
dollars. 

“Repairing Forts at Annapolis harbor, Md.—The object 
in this case is merely to place the old works in condition to 
mountafew guns. It musi necessarily be many years before 
any new fort can be commenced here, and this repair, there- 
fore, in indispensable to afford auy protection to thie fine har- 
bor.” To cost five thousand dollars. 

1 have selected these because they are precisely similarly 
situated with Fort Mifflin, to be fitted up for temporary pur- 
poses. Several other of the fortifications provided for im the 
bill, aré of the same character; indeed, the argument fora ma- 
jority of the appropriations is the necessity of having immedi- 
ately the forts and harbors ia which they are situated in a de- 
fensive state. 

Mr. B. said he had referred to the partial formation of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. He would now show that its 
action had been partial. He found the chairman had provided 
emply for New York, both on her seaboard and on the lakes; 


| sylvania has no representation there’ nor has Delaware, or 
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he believed that there was an appropriation for nearly every 
fortification in the State, Here they were: : 

“For completing repairs of Fort Niagara, and erecting and 
repaiting necessary buildings therein, New York, twenty 
thousand dollars; f 

“For completung repairs of Fort Ontario, Oswego, New 
York, and erecting necessary buildings therein, fifteen thou- 
gand dollars; 

“For FortgSchuyler, New York harbor, seventy thousand 
dollars; * 

“For repairs of Fort Wood and sea-wall, Bediow’s island, 
New York harbor, fifty thoueand dollars; 

“For permanent walis for Fort Columbus, Castle William 
and South battery, Governor's island, New York harbor, twelve 
thousand dollars; 

“Por repairs of sea-wal! of Castle William and other parts of 
Governor's island, seven thousand dojlars.’’ 

Making in ail 174,000 dollars—about one-fifth of the sum 
@ppropriated to all the other States of the Union. Nor had 
the chairman of the committee, said Mr. B. been unmindful of 
his own iminedate district, for he had provided for the princi- 
pal fortification in the State of New York on che lakes, while 
there was not a single dollar appropriated to any fortification on 
any other part of the lake fronuer. With the exception of 
these forts, jn the chairman’s owa district, it was truly, as was 
gald by the gentieman from Kentucky (Mr. UnpgERWoop] a 
salt water appropriation bill; and he Mr. B. presumed the rea- 
eon why Fort Deiaware had fared so badly, was that the water 
at the Pea Patch was only brackish. 

The chairman, said Me. B. was not the only one on the com- 
mittee who nad provided for his own household—the three 
gentiemen from Virginia had also got a goodly share. Here 
they were: 


“For repairs of Fort Washington, Potomac river, thirty-five 
thousand dollars; 

“For Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Virginia, one hundred 
and fifteen thousand dollars.”” 

The ates from Virginia (Mr. Wise) shakes his head, 
but he Mr. B. could tell him, though Fort Washington was on 
the Maryland side of the Potomac, 1t was as much a Virginia 
fortress asa Marylaud one—it was to protect Alexandria, ani 
that city was always considered Virginian. But Mr. B. suid 
he had no objections to ail these appropriations; they were 
probably all necessary—he only brought them before the com- 
mittee to induce them to do a little of that justice to the States 
of Pennsylania, Delaware, and New Jersey, that had been 
done by the Committee of Ways and Means so liberally to 
other States. 

He would again revert to what he said yesterday, that he 
could not vote for any bill that did not contain a provision for 
the defences of the Delaware. At present the whole coast 
would fare alike, and the enemy, if one we were to have, might 
select his own place for landing unmolested; but, if the whole 
coast, with the exception of the Delaware, was to be armed, and 
the bristling cannon metthat enemy at every other place, he 
would be forced into the Delaware, to plunder and prey upon 
those who inhabit its shores. Although the people in that 
quarter of the United States have been refused any participa 
tion inthe Executive councils, or in the committees of the 
House, he trusted that the representatives of the people would 
not therefore consider them unworthy the protection of the Go- 
vernmeat, and give them over unarmed to the common enemy. 

Mr. WaTTERSON having obtained the floor, was about io 
re 4 to the speech of Mr. Mason, made yesterday, when 

; e CHAIR pronounced him out of order. 

Mr. WATTERSON, to obtain a wider range of remark, 
moved to amend the bill by striking out the enacting clause: a 
motion which, according tothe rules of the House, throws open 
every subject connected with a billto free debate Mr. W. 
then went on in some remarks, which will be hereafter given 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. WISE had not risen to discussthe war question, but sim- 
pyro get House back to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. W. then went into a statistical document stating the 
amount of unexpended appropriations for 1840 and 1841. 

Mr. FILLMORE referred to a recent communication from 
the Engineer Department, stating what proportion of these ap- 
propriations had been expended during the present season. and 
which, as far asthe returns had been received, amounted to 
about $90,000 

Mr. WISE insisted that, admitting this, and deducting it from 
the unexpended balance, the Department must have about 
$700,000 at its disposal, 

Mr. JONES went into some statistical statements to show 
that the amount available must be much largerthan this. He 
— to the conclusion that in February last it was,over a mil- 

on. ‘ 

Mr. FILLMORE further explained as to the manner in 
which the money had been appited, stating that very little had 
been done in 1840, owing to the suspension by the President of 
the sums _ propriated. 

Mr, WI E resumed. and taking the amount at seven hun- 
dred thousand doliars at the commencement of the season, ob- 
served that the present bill asked fora millionand nineteen 
thousand dollars, and inquired of Mr Fittmors how 
eo large a sum could properly be expended within the present 


ear. 

Mr FILLMORE was understood to state in reply that the 
money would notall be expended this year, but that a part 
would be used in the early portion of 1342, before the appro- 
priation bill for that year should pass. 

Mr. WIS remonetrated against this course, and insisted 
that the appropriation of each year oughtto provide for that 
year only. lie went into a statement to show that trom the 

ear 1829 to 1840 the average amount appropriated for forti- 

cations had been $762,000 a year, and the average expenditure 
had been $866,000. When Mr. Bsnron’s mammoth fortifica- 
tion bili had been reported in 1836 asa counterblast to the distri- 
bution bill, even that, with all its extravagance, did not propose 
@o large an annua! average of expenditure as would be created 
by the passage of he present bill. 

The great argument against Mr. Benton’s bill—an argument, 
toe, which had been again urged by the present Secretary of 
War, then in the House, was, that the money could net be ex- 

nded. This was the argument Mr. W. insisted on against 
the present bill; it appropriated mere money than could be ap- 
lied within the year. Besides, when Mr. Benton’s bill had 
a proposed, there had been asurplus of forty-two millions 
in the Treasury, whereas now, instead ofa surplus, the Go- 
yernment asked for a loan of twelve millions. 

Te that part ofthe bill which appropriated money for the 
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payment ofthe Ceorgia and Florida militia, Mr. W. should 
make no opposition; but he could not vote these large sums for 
fortifications under the cry of war—war. A _ burnt child 
dreaded the fire. Never could he forget that memorable time 
when, at the dead hotr of night, the President being in the 
Capitol and the session about to expire, 1t was proposed to place 
in his hands three millions of dollars under the alleged darger 
ofimmediate war. The measure, undera sort of hallelujeh 
feeling, was shouted through the House most methodistically. 

Ife chose to stand onthe same ground where gentlemen pre- 
ceding himinthedebate had planted themselves. The state 
ofour forvign relations was to be officially communicated to 
the House from the Executive Departmeut. To that source 
the House was to look; and, i‘ there was indeed any approach 
of war, it wastime the President warned the House to prepare 
for it; butin his message he had expresseda hope thatthe re- 
lations of peace might be preserved. He admittedthat it was 
good policy in peaceto prepare for war, and he should show 
in propertimethat the Navy required large appropriations 
even fora peace establishment. But he couid not yield to 
this war panic, when, in his apprehension, there was less pros- 
pect of war than there had been when the three millions appro- 
priations was voted down. 

Mr. W. thought that the proper course was not pursued in 
regard to the estimates of the Departments. It seemed to him 
th 4, when the Cabinet was assembled, the first officer heaid 
should be the Secretary of the Treasury; then the War officers 
of the Government, and then our foreign relations aid the Post 
Office; and, if it was found that we had not money enough to 
meet the demands of themall, their estimates ought to be sub- 
jected to a general scale of reduction, according to their relative 
importance and the amounts respectively required. Butat this 
session the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury were not 
in proportion to those of the other Departments A million 
and a half which was necessary for the navy had never been 
sent in atall, whilethe amount forthe War Department ex- 
hibited an excess of over a million. Our naval stations re 
quired to be increased and strengthened; and at such a time it 
was very extraordinary that an amount should be asked for 
fortificauons which could not be expended until next year. 
Mr. W. complimented Mr. McKay on his good sense and vi- 
gilance, and attributed itto his explanations, with those of his 
collesgues Mr. Sueprparp and Mr. Rencusr, thathe had been 
enlightened as to the true bearings of the present bill. Had 
he been called on to vote one hour before they commenced to 
speak, he should have voted for the bill, but in the present 
state of the Treasury, economy and prudence required that 
every dollar here asked for fortifications should be refused, 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed great surprise at the quarter from 
which such objections proceeded. The gentleman from Virgi- 
nia could not vote the sums in this bill because the whole 
amount could not be expended during the present year; and 
yet how many days was it since that very gentleman reported 
and earnestly pressed through the House a bill for ordnance ap- 
propriating more than half a million, a part of it for vessels 
whose keels were not yet laid? 
did the gentleman himself imagine that the sums in thet bill 
could be «xpended during the present year? What evidence 
had he produced that money was needed so long in advance for 
ordance stores that could not be used perhaps for years tocome. 
The, same gentleman had reported a bill for a home 
squadron, which bill contained appropriations for the 
support of the entire squadron for an entire year; not 
only for the residue of the present year, but for a 
year from this time. What became of the genileman’s doc- 
trine of not appr priating any thing for next year? And be- 
sides, he wouldask the gentleman whether the steam frigates, 
for the support of which a partofthe appropriation was asked, 
were yet built? or if he couldtell when they would be? 

Mr. WISE said thathe had before told the gentlemanthat 
those frigates were not yet built, but they would be soon. 

Mr. FILLMORE rejoined. He was not opposed to the ord- 
nance bill. He had vored for its passage. But he was a little 
amused to see the gentle:nan refuse the present bill, on grounds 
of objection, every ove of which would have destroyed the other 
bill, for which he \.ad been so warm anadvocate. The gentle. 
man, too, was mistaken in his figures; and, if Mr. F. might be 
allowed to say so, appeared to bea little too anxious to defeat 
this bill. Mr. FP. did not doubt the gentleman’s patriotism, but 
his own figures would unfortunately defeat his own argument. 
The gentleman had stated that the average amount for twelve 
years, expended on fortifications, had heen $866,000 a year. This 
was the rate at which the last Administration had appropriate, 
and our fortresses were in dilapidation. We had now to appro- 
priate, in fact, for the work of two years anda half: namely, 
for what oughtto have been done in 1840, for what was now 
doing in 1841, and for what must be done in the early part of 
1812. Now, taking the unexpended balance of appropriations 
at $781,000, and the amount in the bill $940 000, it made a total 
of $1,724,000 for two years and a half; which was an average of 
litle over $639,000 a year—which was less, instead of larger, 
than the average insisted on by the gentleman. 

Mr. F. conclude] by calling npon Mr. Wisg to come up to the 
aid of hisccuntry; and, while he urged large sums for the navy, 
only a part of which could be expended durinz the present year, 
not to refuse the necessary appropriations for putting the na- 
tional defences in a proper state of repair. 

Mr. CUSHING remarked that the gentleman from Tennes- 
see (Mr. Warrcason] in the courseof his speech to-day had 
said that at the last session he (Mr. C.) had made a war speech, 
and that he w .s crying “peace’—“peace.”” He denied that on 
his part, there had been any change of opinion or tone as to the 
course of Great Britain’ He denied that he had made the cry 
of warat one mean peace at another. He challenged gentlemen 
to look into the remarks he had made at different times, and see 
whether he had changed his tone or opinion in regard to the 
conduct of Great Britain, and whether he had notalways spo- 
ken of the necessity of maintaining the honorand rights of our 
country. He repeated that he denied that there had been any 
change of purpose, and more than all did he deny that there had 
been any change of motive; though he might, perhaps, have 
expressed himself with more cautionat the present session in 
consequence of the responsible situation in which the Speaker 
of this House had thought proper to place him. He begged 
leove to make this denial in order that it might gu forthto the 
country at the same time as the remarks of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

After a few remarks from Mr. UNDERWOOD, that gentle- 
man yielded toa motion that the committee rise; which motion 


prevailing, (he committee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 
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Mr. WISE offered the following resolution, which (after some 
conversation) was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish 
a statement showing the amount of unexpended appropriations 
for fertifications for the year 841, and the time in which such 
unexpended balances will be expended. 

Mr. PROFFIT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, from and afier two o'clock p. m. to-mor. 
row, all debate in Committee of the Whole on House bill No- 
8 shall cease, and the committee shall proceed to vote on the 
amendments then pending, or that may be offered to said bil] 
and the same shall then be reported to the House with such 
amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee: 
Provided, That nothing in this resolution shall prevent the 
committee from reporting the bill to the House at an earlier 
hour if it shall think proper. 

Mr.. P. meved the previous question. 

Mr. GILMER moved to lay the resolution on the table: 
which motion, by ayes 66, foes 75, was rejected. 
ay _— was made that the House adjourn, which was re. 
ected. 

; And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on taking the 
main question, and being taken, were: Yeas 77, nays 71. 

So the main question wés ordered to be taken, 

Mr. MEDILL asked the yeas and nays on the main question, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved that the House adjourn; which mo 
tion, by ayes 74, noes 77, was rejected. 

And the. question then recurred and was taken on the main 
question, being on the adoption of the resolution, and was de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. 8. J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerlgg, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Botts, Bronson, Burnell, Calhoun, 'V. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, 8. N. Clarke, Cranston, W. C. Dawson, J. 
E1wards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Green, Greig, Haber. 
sham, Hall, Halsted, W. 5. Hastings, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
J. Irvin, James, W. C. Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, King, Law. 
rence, Linn, 8. Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, 
Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benj, 
Randall, A. Randall, Raynor, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Smith, Stanly, Strat- 
ton, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Wallace, Wash. 
ington, T. W. Williams, Winthrop, York, Augustus Young, 
and John Young—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, Wm. B. Campbell, Cary, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Daniel, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Floyd, Gamble, 
Gentry, Gerry,Gilmer, Goggin, W. O. Goode, Graham, Har- 
ris, J. Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hubbard, Ingersoll, 
W. W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, McKay,McKeon, Marchand, J. T. 
Mason, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pore, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Spricg, Steenrod, Turney, Under- 
woo!, Westbrook .James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—76. 

So the resolution was ee 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 17, 1841. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to present, at the 
request of a public meeting held in Buckinham 
county, Virginia, a few days since, several reso- 
lutions passed at meeting, expressing its opinions 
in relation to this extra-session of Congress. The 
meeting, as he understood from undoubted autho- 
rity, was composed of the most influential, talent- 
ed, and wealthy citizens of the county, and was 
presided over by Mr. Charles Yancy, whose high 
respectability would be unquestioned. At that 
meeting seven resolntions were passed, the object 
of which he (Mr. C.) would briefly state, and then 
have the resolutions themselves read. 

Mr. Catnown recapitulated the resolutions, and 
said he need not tell the Senate that he concurred 
most heartily in all their sentiments. It is the first 
voice on this occasion, (referring to the extra ses- 
sion,) and it is right it should come from the An- 
cient Dominion, which has been ever ready to start 
the foremost all in the front ranks for the defence of 
the people. This isa voice that will reverberate 
from every State in the Union. It is portentous 
of the fate of the Bank bill should it ever pass into 
law, and shows that “repeat” will be the rally- 
ing cry of the people. The sentiments of these 
resolutions show that the right of repeal is held to 
be undoubted. 

Now, the moment the Bank party came into 
power, its first object was to pass those measures 
which are to lead to or insure a Bank charter, 
which is to be carried in defiance of all warning 
and opposition. If there could be any doubt of the 
right of repea!, would not such a course not only 
justify it, but demand it? The opposition here has 
given open and fair notice—the country has given 
notice—that such charier must be repealed. How, 
then, in the face of all this, can there be any pre- 
text for branding as monstrous or unconstitutional 
the determination to repeal? It was his (Mr. Cat: 
HOUN’s) solemn beliet that a National Bank is in- 
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compatible with the republican institutions of this 
country. 

Tne resolutions were sent to the Secretary’s ta- 
ble, and read. They deciare that the extra session 
of Congress was uncalled for, injudicious, and 
productive of an improper expenditure of the funds 
of the nation: that the question between the Inde- 
pendent Treasury and a National Bank was not 
made in the recent Presidential contest, or decided 
by the result of it: that Congress have no power, 
under the Constitution, to incorporate a National 
Bank, under any name or form, whether it be esta- 
blished in New York, Philadelphia, or the District 
of Columbia: that they regard a National Bank as 
an institution of the most deadly hostility to public 
liberty, conferring few, if any benefits, and having 
power !o inflict upon the country many injuries— 
to corrupt the prevs, to bribe the Representatives 
of the people, and, by leaguing with a party Pre- 
sident to obstruct and to smother the free voice of 
the people: and that it is impolitic, in a financial 
point of view, as having power to crippie and 
destroy every State bank which might by chance 
excite ts anger; to affect at its will the price of 
property by sudden expansions and contractions, 
and by the overtrading of which it would be ca- 
pable, and the suspension of specie payments con- 
sequent thereon, to entail upon the country the 
curse of an irredeemable paper currency. That 
should such an institution be incorporated, regard- 
ing it as unconstitutional, and of the most deadly 
hostility to public liberty, they hold it a right inse- 
parable from their condition as citizens of a com- 
munity under a free constitutional Government, 
and also an indispensabie duty to wage against it 
an unceasing war, and to use untiring exertions to 
secure its REPEAL at the earliest practicable day. 
They protest and remonstrate against the passage 
of a bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands among the States, because there is 
no constitutional right in Congress to collect money 
from any source whatever, in order to distribute it 
among the States, and because the exercise of such 
a power would be highly impolitic and dangerous. 
They earnestly and solemnly protest against an in- 
crease of the tariff as a violation of the Constitu- 
tion, a breach of national faith pledged in the 
compromise act, and extremely oppressive to the 
South; and above ail, it would revive the source 
of acontention, which has heretofore endangered 
and would again endanger the existence of our hap- 
py Union. They direct that the proczedings be sent 
to their representatives in the House of Represen- 
tatives, and Hon. Joun C. Catnoun of the Senate, 
to be laid before the respective bodies of which they 
are members. 

The resolutions were then, on motion by Mr. C. 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that having perform- 
ed the agreeable duty of placing before the 
Senate the resolutions of the highly respectable 
meeting of the citizens of Buckingham county, 
he now rose to say a few words in relation 
to himself and some animadversions which 
had been made upon his conduct. He had ob- 
served in the National Intelligencer this morning 
an editorial article recommending the adoption of 
a gag law for this body. He would not dispute the 
editor’s right to say what he pleased in relation to 
that measure. But at the end of the article al- 
luded to, the Editor refers to his (Mr. Catnoun’s) 
course in 1812, on the war bill, to show that he 
had refused to grant delay for discussion, leaving 
an impression—for he does not say it, but the im- 
pression is conveyed—hat he had resorted to the 
gag system to prevent discussion. He (Mr. Cat- 
HOUN) was aware that this impression might not 
occur to those conversant with the facts; but those 
who were not cotemporaneous, cr did not know 
better, might infer, from the way in which the 
Statement is made, that he (Mr. Catacon) had, on 
the occasion alluded to, resorted to some such 
means of gagging the Opposition as was now 
proposed to be intreduced into the Senate. WNo- 
thing was farther from truth. The facts in 
relation to that case were these: The war 
question had been for months under debate, 
and the subject was exhausted before the 
bill was reported from the committee, and when 


































it was reported, there was no more real- 
ly to be said on the subject, and it took but 
a short time to pass it. The war question had 
been discussed for nine months in open session. 
The time is so long gone by, that he now conceiv- 
ed he was at full liberty to allude to what had oc- 
curred in secret session then. The Senator from 
Kentucky must perfectly well remember that he 
and myself, with others of the party, were of opi- 
nion that the war question should be discussed with 
open doors; but there were others of the party, 
(among whom was the late Judge Grundy of Ten- 
nessee,) who differed with us. In this contrariety 
ef opinion, it was thought advisable to consult the 
Executive; and the Senator from Kentucky, Mr. 
Grundy, and myself, waited on the President, and 
the result of that interview was, that the discus- 
sion should be with closed doors. 

The bili was reported and passed through in the 
time stated in the Intelligencer, but passed most 
leisurely, and without discussion, except upon some 
incidental points. It passed through so leisurely, 
that there was an accidental pause of nearly an 
hour from the time the question of the passage was 
put by the Chair until it was actually voted on, 
resulting from an occurrence which he would now 
state. 

Before the question was put on the passage, Mr. 
Ci les, Mr. Madison’s private secretary, came to 
the door of the House, and sent for him (Mr. Cat- 
HOUN.) He went out and met him, and was asked 
by Mr. Coles how long before the vote would be 
taken on the passage of the bill. He replied it 
was uncertain, but would probably be in less than 
half an hour. Mr. Coles said that the President 
wished to male a communication before it passed, 
and desired it should be delayed until he had an op- 
portunity of doing so, and requested him (Mr. C ) if 
necessary, to makea motion tu thateffect. He replied 
that he could not assume the responsibility, unless 
he was informed of the object. Mr. Coles said 
that he understvod it to be one of importance, but 
did not know its nature. Mr. Catnoun replied, 
that all he could do would be to state the facts as 
he (Mr. Coles) had stated to him, should it become 
necessary, and asked Mr. Coles if he was at liberty 
to repeat to the House what he had stated to him. 
Mr. Coles assented. 

He then returned to the House, and when the 
vote was about to be taken, he stated to the House 
the conversation which had eccurred between him- 
self and Mr. Coles, leaving it to determine whether 
it would wait for the communication or not. The 
result was, to defer the vote; and a pause in 
the proceedings ensued, which continued for near- 
ly an hour, without taking up any other sub- 
ject, during the whole of which time there 
was not one word of debate. The message was 
at length received from the President, which 
enc'osed the correspondence with the British 
Minister, the object of which was to prevent 
the declaration of war. That gentleman had 
had acted under a delusion with reference to the 
war, resulting from his association with the Fede- 
ral party, who were of opinion that the Republi- 
can party could not be kicked intoa war. When 
he discovered his mistake, he commenced the cor- 
respondence which was transmitted by Mr. Madi- 
son. Itis unnecessary to say it had no effect. 

The article in the Intelligencer not only inti- 
mates that he (Mr. CaLnoun) favored the gag law 
on that occasion, but makes an impression that he, 
and the party with whom he acted, had been in 
the habit of using it, and that he was, to some ex- 
tent, responsible for its introduction. The fact is, 
that the previous question, used for the purpose of 
suppressing debate, in order to hasten a decision, 
was introduced previous to his time—in ‘he last 
session of ihe eleventh Congress. It was adopted, 
as he always understood, in consequence of the 
abuse of the right of debate by Mr. Gardinier of 
New York, remarkable for his capacity for making 
long speeches. He could keep the floor for days. 
The abuse was considered so great that the 
previous question was introduced to _ pre- 
vent it; but so littl was it in favor with 
those who felt themselves forced to adopt it, 
that he would venture to say without having looked 
at the journals, that it was not used half a dozen 


times during the whole war, with a powerful and 
unscrupulous opposition, and thet in a body nearly 
two-thirds the size of the present House. He be- 
lieved he might go farther, and assert that it was 
never used but twice during that eventful period. 
And now, a measure introduced under such press- 
ing circumstances, and so sparingly used, is to be 
made the pretext for introducing the gag-law into 
the Senate, a body so much, smaller, and so dis- 
tinguished for the closeness of its debate and the 
brevity of i's discussion. 

He would add that from the first introduction of 
the previous question into the House of Repre- 
sentatives, his impresvion was that it was not used 
but four times in seventeen years, that is from 1811 
to 1828, the last oceasion on the passage of the 
tariff bill. He now trusted that he had repelled 
effectually the attempt to prepare the country for 
the effort to gag the Senate, by a reference to the 
early history of the previous question ia the other 
House, 

Mr. CLAY said he should take no part in the 
controversy between the Senator and the National 
Intelligencer, which would, he supposed, defend it- 
self. But he had risen to set the Senator frou: South 
Carolina right as to the time of the application of 
the previous question. He believed Mr. Gardi- 
nier’s speech of thirty-eight hours was two or three 
years before the introduction of the previous ques- 
tion. There was another plan while that was in 
limine—it was the question of consideration—that 
is,a measure being introduced, the question was 
taken, if demanded, Shall it be considered? He 
recollected an instance of its application while he 
was himse!f in the chair. He was riding out 
ohne morning on horseback, as he was stillin the 
habit of doing, and near Georgetown he met Joe 
Lewis, and Joe asked him what was the news? He 
(Mr. Cray) toidhim, as he was a member, that Mr. 
Madison weuld send a message to the House thatday 
recommendinga war. immediately after the Jour- 
nal was read, Mr. Randolph, who had got the in- 
formation some way,rose and commenced a violent 
speech in opposition to the war. When he had 
proceeded some time, he (Mr. Cray) interrupted 
him, and asked him if he intended to submit a 
motion. Mr. Randolph said he did. He (Mr. 
Cray, desired him to send it to the Chair, which he 
did; it was then read, and the question was imme- 
diately propounded, Willi the House now consider 
the resolution? and it was decided in the negative. 
The previous question was not introduced 
for some years afier from parliameniary usage, and 
then it was made to conform to Ameétican use, the 
intention being to give to the majority the control 
of action on the business of Congress. 

Now, the fact was, that he and his friends had 
consulied, but had made no decision, when he was 
asked the other day, by the Senater from Alaba- 
ma, did he mean to introduce what the gentleman 
opposite pleased to cajl a gag-law, and he said in 
reply, that the majority would have to 
introduce some mode of controjling the action 
of the Senate or the business of the session could 
not be gf through. Mr. Cuay then proceeded to 
show that there was no resemblance between the 
alien and sedition law and what was here desig- 
nated a gag-law. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to correct a mis- 
statement of the Senator in reference to the rule re- 
lating to the consideration of questions, which ex- 
isted in the other House at the period alluded to 
by him. The rule was not of that general nature, 
but was restricted exclusively to resolutions, and 
was, in his opinion, a very correct one. He held 
itas a fundamental parliameniary principie, that 
no member had a right to force the cons:deration 
of any subject upon a deliberative body, without its 
consent. Hence the role that no bill can be ia- 
troduced by an individual member without the no- 
tice of one day, aad asking leave to introduce it. 
The rule referscd to by the Senator was neither 
more nor less than a modification of the same rule 
applied to resolutions, and was, in his opinion, far 
preferable to the rule relative to the introduction of 
resolutions now existing in the other House, and 
less restrictive, in fact, upon the rights of the mem- 
bers. 

But the Senator was still more mistaken in tha 
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hist: ry of the application of the rule in the case to 
which he referred. The mistake, in truth, origi- 
nated in a little foible in the Senator’s character,of 
putting himself in the frontground of all transac- 
tions of which he constitutes a part. The real 
history of the transaction is this. Mr. Randolph 
having learnt that a bill declaring war wouid be 
introduced, aud acted on with closed doors, rose 
in his place, a few days in aivance, and com- 
menced a denunciatory speech against the war, 
without submitting a motion. He had spoken fora 
considerable length of time. He (Mr Cyrinocn) rose 
and made a point of order, that there was no ques- 
tion before the House. Mr. Randolph replied that 
he intended to conclude by submitting a reso- 
lution. He (Mr. C) insisted that he was 
bound to submit it for consideration under tke 
rules of the House, if demanded, and that 
he made the demand. Mr. Randolph insisted he 
wasnot. Dr. Bibb of Georgia was in the chair, 
as the substitute for the Speaker. 

Mr. CLAY. No, sir, no 

Mr. CALHOUN. Yes, sir. Dr. Bibb was in 
the chair, dering the temporary absence of the 
Speaker. (Mr. Cray shook his head dissentingly ] 
The Senator may shake his head to eternity, bu! he 
can’t shake the truth. Dr. Bibb decided that Mr. 
Randoijph had a right to go on without submitting 
his resolution for consideration. Mr. Rando!ph 
turned round to him, (Mr. C.) who was silting im- 
mediately back of him, and in his peculiar sarcastic 
manner returned him his thanks, stating that he 
was nearly exhausted and the interruption had 





given him time to recruit. Mr. Cray 
immediately after resumed the chair, and 
conceiving from his manner that he did 


not concur with the decision of Dr. Bibb, he (Mr. 
CanHoun) rose again to renew the question 
of order, saying to Mr. Randolph, that as he bad 
thanked him so kindly once for interrupting him, 
he would give him an opportunity of thanking 
him again a second time by renewing the question 
of order. Mr. Chay reversed the decision, and 
decreed that the member could not proceed with- 
out submitting his resolution for consideration. 
Then followed a scene of deep excitement—Mr. 
Randolph warmly denouncing the ruleasa gag law. 
He was indeed a man hard to gag under any circum- 
stances, even when the rule that bore upon his 
liberty of speech was ever so rational. It was 
well near terminating (as he understood) in a per- 
sonal affair between him and Mr. Cray. 

Mr. CLAY said he supposed the newspapers and 
journals of the day would decide when it was in- 
troduced. tie could not undertake to say whether 
it bad been before the time alluded to when Dr. 
Bibb was in the chair. It was when he (Mr. 
Cray) was in the chair, that Mr. Randolph went 
en. He had no doubta reference to the National 
Intelligencer of that date could decide the point. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to make a single 
remark, in addition to what he had aireacy said. 
The Senator from Kentucky had endeavored to 
draw a distinction between the gag law and the old 
sedition law. He (Mr. Catnoun) admiyed there 
was a distinction—the modern gag law was by far 
the most odious. The sedition law was an attempt 
to gag the people in their individual character, but 
the Senator’s gag was an atlempt to gag the repre- 
sentatives of the people, selected as their agents to 
deliberate, discuss, and decide on the important 
subjects entrusted by them to this Government. 
He would add, that the only agency he had in re- 
ference to the previousquestion in the other Heuse, 
was to suggest that a majority should second it. 

Mr. CLAY said the morning ha! been speat so 
very agreeably, that he hoped the gentlemen were 
in a good humor to go on with the loan bill, and 
afford the necessary relief to the Treavury. 

The loan bill was then taken up. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing in the first section thereof that the money 
should be applied tothe liquidation of the debt 
already contracted, and that the residue should 
be applied to the defences of the country, and for 
no other purposes whatever. 

He said he had yesterday endeavored to ascer- 
tain from the friends of this bill, how much was 
actually required for the supply of the immediate 
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wants ef the Treasury; but the subject was ie- 
volvedin so much mystery, that no jas! conclu- 
sion could be arrived at as to the amount. 

Mr. CLAY repeated the statement of the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, which he had yesterday pre- 
sented, showing that there was a deficit in the 
Treasury for the current year of twelve millions of 
dollars, This excluded a!l reserve fund which had 
been uniformly considered necessary by al! the Se- 
cretaries of the Treastry; to include which, and 
also necessary appropriations for a Home Squa 
dron, for ordnance, and for the War Department, 
made a deficit of nineteen axd a half millions dol- 
lars. But excluding fiom this calculation the re- 
serve fund, and the two anda half millions for for- 
tifications, still left fourteen and a half millions de- 
ficit, being two and a half millions mor? than pro- 
posed by this bill. 

Mr. ALLEN said that the present condition of 
the ‘Treasury wasa matter of doubt, and the report 
of the Secretary involved in so much mystery that 
none of his friends agreed on the present condition 
of the Treasury. He referred toan article of a 
correspondent of the National Intelligencer, who 
professed to have an accurate knowledge of the 
condition of the Treasury, which stated that the 
deficit amounted to three anda haif millions dol- 
lars. Now, here wasa bill for twelve millions, 
and it was by it proposed to meet expenses of the 
first part of the next year. They might as well 
bring ina bill for one hundred thonsand dollars, 
making provision for future wants, 

He proposed to confine, by his amendment, the 
loan to the actual wants of the Treasury, and the 
appropriations for defence of the country, which 
might be made at this session; and also to provide 
by any possibility against distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the public lands. If this dis- 
tribution was made, they would have memorials 


from all the States founded on calculations, to give , 


them their whole share now, instead of giving it 
in instalments. The States would never submit to 
having this distribution in instafments—the mo- 
ment they admitted the rizhtof the States to the 
land, they claim it instanter; and the whole ques- 
tion now was, will you divide up all your public 
lands now? Then they would find log-ro!ling in 
our legislation here, as itis called in the West, 
when different interests conflict. This proposition 
would rally to its support the entire banking inte- 
rest of the country. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. in his remarks on this 
amendment, which would be very brief, should not 
touch the distribution bil!, but went on this bill, 
from the documents submitted-to them by the Sec- 
reary of the Treasury. The amendment proposed 
io lim't the loan to payment of present deb!s and 
such future debts as might be contracted for the de- 
fences of the country. His objection was—first, 
that the Senate yesterday decided that they would 
not, by this bill, forestall fature legislation; but, 
from the wants of the country, they would vote for 
this bill, and then, when other bills came up, they 
would decide on them. Might not the Government 
be called on for money for objects other than the 
defence of the tountry? Should they say, in ad- 
vance, that they would tie up the hands of Con- 
gress? He believed, with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that the whole amount of the loan was re- 
quired for the actual wants of the Treasury, and 
hoped the amendment would be rejected. 

Mr. ALLEN called the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN was in favor of this amend- 
ment. As to the permanent defences of the coun- 
try,no money orght to be appropriated until the 
entire system of fortification; was revised. As to 
the present prospects of war, he did not believe 
there would bea war. He should vote for this 
amendmeut, committing himself to the support of 
no sysiem of fortifications, but going for a limita- 
tion on the loan. 

Mr. ALLEN said there were no speci ied fortiti- 
cations in the amendment, but its design was to 
authorize, after the meeting of the actual wants of 
the Treasury, the remainder to be applied to forti- 
fications which should be considered necessary by 
Congress. 

Mr. WALKER said if this amendment passed, 
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he should consider it as a pledge of making appro- 
priations for fortifications. With this impression 
he would vote for the bill. 

The vote wes thentaken on the amendment 
which was rejected—ayes 19, noes 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connectieu: 
Sturg-on, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, aud Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay of Kentacky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merricir, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to strike out twelve 
and insert six millions as the amount which wight 
be borrewed by toe loan hill. 

He said that the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance had urged a speedy disposition of the 
present bill on the ground of @ necessity for ad- 
ditional means, which was now very pressing in 
the Treasury Department. 

Mr. W. was willing to vote at this moment for 
the amonnt now wanted, and, indeed, for any 
amount likely to be needed within the rest of the 
present year; but he was unwilling to vote for 
more. He was one of the last individuals to with- 
hold any reasonable supplies; nothing, from his 
own experience, could be more painful or hazar- 
dous, than to have obligations imposed on the 
Treasury for payment without providing adequate 
means to meet them. 

Even supposing that the present wants were the 
consequence of a hasty, injudicious and unusual 
amount or ratio of expenditure on the past appro- 
priations, or were on account of new appropria- 
tions to be made at th.s extraordinary session, 
which were, as would soon be explained, the real 
facts, yet he would preserve the public faith and 
public credit even at the cost of ten times the ex 
tent of the proposed loan. 

If the Senator from Kentucky would re- 
examine the matters which he had stated in the 
opening with fairness and ciearness, it wou!d ve 
found that no necessity exisied for such haste in 
action as to prevent now a full discussion, and 
every proper amendment, and ihat then, probably, 
not over six millions insteal of twelve would ap- 
pear to be required before the next year. 

The motion maide by Mr. W. ought then to pre- 
vail. That being done, if the form of the loan 
was refused to be charged to Treasury notes, 
which was muca more convenient, as well as eco- 
nomical, as would be explained on some other 
occasion, he was still ready to vote for the bill 
in its present form. It would be seen on refleetion 

that the Secretary of the Treasury had not only 
near a million of dollars to meet current engage- 
ments, to which the chairman had alluded; but he 
had besides a large accruing revenue in July, pro- 
bably the largest of any month in the year. 
Hence no special haste in action is required. What, 
then, letus leisurely and carefully examine, what 
is the amount of additional means actually needed 
in 1841? We ovght not to go beyond 1841. He 
went with one on that side of the House for 
the old principles of English liberty, in making 
supplies and appropriations limited to the year. It 
was the great check held by the legislative power 
over the Executive. It was due to public safety. 

If limited to the amount needed ix the year, and, 
by some misfortune or some new appropriations in 
December next, more money should be wanted be- 
fore 1842, it could then be provided as speedily 
and as easily as now. 

Bat all which the Secretary even, or the chair- 
man, really shows to be needed within the year, I 
am willing to furnish. That is going far enough, 
not only on account of the reason—so elementary 
and paramount—before named, but for various 
other reasor's connected with the peculiar state of 
our fiscal affairs at the present crisis. 

In the fluctuating condition of trade at this time, 
the imports might suddenly increase much, and 
thus render unnecessary any supply by a loan, be- 
yond the wants of the year. So the tariff is, by the 
concessions of all, to be altered; and then how much 
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betier will it be to supply any necessities of the next 
year by an increased tax on luxuries, than by large 
joans? So, the present Administration, doubtless, 
must intend to ntake great reformsand retrenchments 
in another year, if not in this, and thus render the 
usual amount of means not necessary. Consider- 
ing the professions of economy which were made 
before the last election, and the contemplated re- 
duction talked of so often to thirteen or fifleen 
millions for the whole annual expenditure, I 
was surprised to hear the Senator from Kentucky 
speak of needing a tariff to yield at least twenty- 
two millions! What, sir, twenty-tto millions— 
even if ihe lands are all given away—twenty-two 
millions needed to pay fifteen! Why, sir, only 
twenty-two to twenty three millions were expended 
jast year for the current service, when we were de- 
nounced as so wasteful and extravagant; and only 
twenty millions were asked this year for the same 
purposes. This, then, is an extraordinary kind of 
retrenchment for the next year, though not quite 
equal to the change going on since the 4th of 
March last, so as to swell the expenditures for or- 
dinary objects, in the whole of 1841, from twenty 
to quite twenty-six or seven millions. He could 
point out nearly four millions in the expenses of 
thisyear, which, by the completion of works, and the 
objects contemplated, by increased economy, could 
be reduced in 1842. He held the items in his hand, 
and, on some appropriate occasion, would be ready 
to state the reasons for such larse retrenchments, 
which were but the sequence of what had gradu- 
ally been going on since 1838, and ought, in his 
opinion, to be persisted in. 

But passing by this, we should not now increase 
the loan for next year from another consideration 
connected with a provision in the bill fora Na- 
tional Bank. The Secretary is there authorized to 
borrow from six to seven millions more besides 
the first ten, if individuals do not take the rest of 
the stock. But he is required to sell it out again as 
soon as practicable at par. Suppose he doves this 
by next January or Febrnary, the whole of the 
money thus received is then to lie idle in the Trea- 
sury, while we are paying interest, on the original 
loan for the six millions, unless you apply the mo- 
ney received in the sale of the Bank steck to the 
wants of the next year, instead of making a larger 
loan now for that purpose. For these decisive 
reasons, I would confine the loan to the wants of 
the year. I will not say, also, that it should be done 
oa account of a design, which might exist, to in- 
crease this loan with a view to supply the wants 
created by giving awag®three millions revenue 
from the public lands, or an enormous capital of 
fifty or sixty millions, which will yield this or even 
a larger annual resource. Because gentlemen on 
the other side disclaim that object, and I am bound 
to confide in the disclaimer. 

What, then, are the legitimate wants of the 
present year beyond the probable means? It 
is not pretended that they amount to twelve 
millions—and the highest computation made 
by the Senator from Kentucky is from nine to nine 
and ahalf millions, and by the Secretary of the 
Treasury is six millions, with the addition of only 
one million for a surplus if Treasury notes are 
used, or four millions if they are not used. There 
is no difficulty in understanding the  posi- 
tions of either of those gentlemen in these par- 
ticulars; and I will, therefore, attempt to show 
from the face of both of their statemenis, and I 
will do it with liberality and fairness—that six mil- 
lions is the utmost extent needed, and that not 
a dollar of this would have been required had no 
extra session of Congress been convened to make 
hew appropriations, and had no expenditure been 
made from the old ones beyond the amount usual 
from the foundation of the Government, or such 
an aggregate ef them as existed when the present 
Administration came into power. 

Thus, sir, the Secretary and the chairman both 
Start with the position taken in the financial report 
at the beginning of this session. That on the 4th 
of Marek, out of thirty-three millions of outstand- 
10g appropriations, it would be necessary to spend 
ia 1841, only twenty-four millions and two-tenths. 
I use mostly round numbers for convenience. This 
is admitted on all hands to be the maximum of ex- 
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panditure. At the same time the report admits, 
and the chairman admits, that there were means 
probable to meet this, equal to twenty millioss and 
seven-tenths. This would leavea deficiency in the 
old appropriations of only three and ahaif millions. 
This is all.which any body pretends, independent 
of any new appropriations. 

But in order to make this, both of these gentle- 
men are obliged to calculate on an expenditure for 
the year for the current service, out of the old ap- 
propriations, equal to twenty-three millions and a 
fraction, when the past Administration considered 
the maximum of that expenditure should not ex- 
ceed twenty millions. And when, if spending as is 
usual, only an amount equal to that of the new and 
permanent appropriations, the aggregate actually 
spent would be less than twenty millions. 

Reduce the actual expenses then as they should 
be on the old appropriations, as low at least as 
twenty millions, and no deficit whatever would ex- 
ist to be supplied. 

Thus would vanish, under a proper manage- 
ment of the expenditures. every dollar of the defi- 
ciency, and from causes formerly explained, a con- 
siderable balance in the Treasury would have ex- 
isted onder such an sdministration, if no extra 
session had been convened to make new appro- 
priations and occasion new expenses. 

The past Administration would have cre- 
ated neither a deficit nor a debt due, the present 
year. And the whole deb! created by it, which 
would fall due the next year, could not exceed 
from five to six millions, That was the extent of 
power to issue new Treasury notes; and even that 
amount would be reduced to four, three, or lower, 
as the current expenditures might be diminished 
below twenty millions, or the current revenue from 
customs and Jands might exceed the greatly re- 
duced estimates submitted by the present Secre- 
tary. 

But, notwithstanding all this, I am still willing 
to provide for any extraand necessary expendi- 
tures, un’er the old appropriations, which have 
been contracted for, rather than have the public 
faith violated. The Secretary—or rather the ether 
Departments, to which he furnishes the means— 
may have been precipitate and lavish in some 
cases, and have crawn out! cr used money faster 
than was prudent; and from newness in office, or 
other causes, sufficient precaution and remon- 
sirance against this course may not have been used. 
But I, for one, am ready to proffer relief, on high 
public grounds, however much the apparent heed- 
lessness and extravagance are to be regretted. 

This relief, then, ison the old appropriations, 
asked to extend to three and a half millions. But 
this is by two errors, manifest in the Secretary’s 
report, and one of these since admitted by him 
quite one million one hundred thousand dollars too 
high, and should be corrected and reduced to that 
extent in our computations. When his report was 
first perused, as well assince, I was struck with the 
extraordinary extent of the estimated expenditures, 
beyond the amount of new and permanent appro- 
priation, being from three to four millions of an 
excess over them. But now it turns out tha’, in 
fact, it is only from two to three millions—in con- 
sequence of those mistakes rendering it a million 
and more too high. 

Those errors have happened in this way: thus, 
on the face of the report, the Secretary states, in 
so many words, that five or six hundred thousand 
dollars received from the Bank of the United States 
by the latter, having paid certain appropriations in 
the West to that amount, were net carried on the 
books till after the third of March. Then the ap- 
propriations so paid are included in those out- 
standing on the fifth of that month, and also in the 
portion of them to be paid during 1841, being 
twenty-four millions ani two-terths. They are 
thus charged after ihe 34 of March, but no credit is 
given afier, in his exhibit, for the like amount re- 
ceived frem the Bank, and applied to those 
payments. The Secretary has since virtually ad- 
mitted this error, and which is equivalent to 
an admission that the real expenditures, or balance 
of expenditures, after the 34 of March, appears 
too high by half a million, (or, as be now com- 
putes the sum, by more than six hundred thousand 


dollars,) or that the receip's appear too low to that 
extent, which renders the error the same. 

Again: he has got the expenditures too high by 
another half million on another account, as is de- 
monstrable on the face of his own document. 
Thus he charges in January and February last for 
Treasury notes redeemed six hundred and fcrty- 
seven thonsand dollars, and properly enters them 
as an expenditure of those two months, because all 
were, in fact, then redeemed, though only one hun- 
dred and forty-seven thousand of them were then car- 
ried on the books, as appears by his table, (A;)he then 
proceeds to charge up to the next ten months the 
appropriations for Treasury notes and other mat- 
ter still unpaid; and includes in the next ten 
months five hundred thousand dollars of this very 
six hund ed and forty-seven thousand, which he 
had charged to the previous two mouths. He also 
includes it in the twenty-four millions, and two 
tenths,'io be expended in (be next ten months, when 
in fact ithad been expended in the previous two 
months, and so charged in the body of the report. 
Now ifhe carried it forward to the ten months, 
because it had not y@t been entered on the books, 
be should have carried forward, also, in his exhibit, 
a credit to the same amount. This he has omitted 
todo in this case as well asin that of the Bank. 
So that these two manilest errors, when deducted, 
would reduce the balance of expenditares under old 
appropriations «to be provided for, to only two 
millions and four tenths. 

The next addition to this amount proposed by 
the Secretary, as wellas by the chairman, to be 
now provided for, is an account of new appropria- 
tions to be mate at this extra session. Now, 
however strongly I disapprove of its call and its 
large costof half a million or more, and of the 
money given away at it to the widow of 
the late President, not for her necessities while 
rich, nor from our abundance, but to supply which 
we are now to borrow and beg irom foreign capi- 
lalists, and however mach I disapprove several of 
the other items of new charges recommended, yet, 
with a view to preserve the public credit unstained, 
I shall not hesitate togrant enough to defray all 
the expenses likely to occur this year under all 
the new appropriations. The Secretary and the 
chairman differ as to the amount of these ap- 
propriations that willbe required. They disagree 
amillion or more of dollars. Which is wrone? 
Whether the Secretary faied to submit esti- 
mates for the Navy Department, when he knew 
its wants, and is therefore culpable; or whether 
the Secretary of the Navy neglected to apprise 
him of his wants, and the latier is culpable, I 
leave to be settled among those gentlemen, who 
have so often railed so loud and so long at the 
War Department formerly, for submitting esti- 
mates which were not included in those of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The new appropriations called for by the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury in his exhibit for the year, 
amount to only two millions and a half—because 
by a blunder he omits in that exhibit those for 
this extra session and for the census:—making to- 
gether above half a million. Correcting this, he 
makes them about three millions, while the chair- 
man says a milliontoa million anda half more 
should be added for naval purposes. 

In the-e family quarrels as to what is the proper 
sum, it may be prudent to take the amount which 
would be a medium; though I hope even that will 
prove too high. Bat not to be ilhberal, I will sup- 
pose three and a half millions cf new appropria- 
tiens shall be made, which is quite a million more 
than the Secretary embraces in his exhibit for the 
year. Now the next siep, and a most erroneous 
one by him and the chairman, has been to add the 
whole of these new appropriations to the other 
sum to be provided for this year. When, in truth, 
if these new appropriations passed as late in the 
year as July and August, not even half of the 
whole aggregate will probably be expended within 
1841. The great mass of them is for the army and 
navy, for operations and works where centracts 
are first to be advertised for and made, materials 
to be prepared, &c. 

Why, sir, by a document before me, sent to ihe 
Committee of Ways and Means in the other 
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House, this very session, it appears that near 
eight handred thousand dollars of the appropria- 


tions made heretofore for fortifications are still | 


unexpended. 

It must be palpable, then, toall, who have turned 
attention to this subject, that one million and three- 
fourths is probably the largest estimate, which 


should be made for the actual expendi'ure in 1841, | 


out of the new appropriation made at this extra 
session. Add this to the former two and four- 
tenths, and there is to be provided for, only four 
millions and about two-tenths, 

Now there is no pretence, that any thing can or 
should be added to this for the present year, except 
such new Treasury noles as may be paid in, or 
such sum as should be kept for a permanent sur- 
plus on hand 

Bat those Treasury notes, if coming in before 





due next year, which in the present easy state of | 


the money market, is highly improbable, will con- 
stitute no additional charge, because by the exist- 
ing laws, you can issue new ones in their stead. 
If old ones come in, as they wl afier interest ceases 
on them, you have already provided for the whole 
of them in the estimates of ten months’ expenditure 
and receipts; you have done this av to the whole ot 
them also, when at least a quarter of a million, 
as explained on a former occasion, will net be 
presented by that time. 


What, then, should be added for a surplus, to || 


be kept on hand? I concede that someting sbould 
be. But the Secretary himself says it need be only 
one million, while the power to issue Treasury 
notes exists. The chairman computes two mil- 
lions for this purpose. 


gent for all differences among friends; and as the | 


present power to issue new Treasury notes is limit- 
ed, and may not be enlarged, I will estimate a 
million and a half for a surplus. This is more 
than the average for four years past, and is more 
than the Secretary himself asks, while a power to 
issue Treasury notes exists. Add that to the other 
four millions and two-tenths, and we have an ag- 
gregage of five millions and seven tenths, 
the whole amount needed for the year; and this 
will not only meet all wants, but leave, also, a sur- 
plus of one and a half millions. Bat to cover any 
other contingency, 1 propose, by this motion, to 
give near a third of a million more, and, by a loan 
of six millions, to render the operations of the 
Treasury easy—to cover every existing and anti- 
cipated engagement during the year, founded on 
the Secretary's and chairman’s own data—and thus 
in good faith, to preserve the public credit of the 
Government, however and by whomsoever it may 
be endangered. 

This conclusion is irresistible as to the true 
amount for the year. It accords exactly with the 


semi-official explanations recently published in the |! 
The Secretary himself, | 


official organ ia this city. 
in his report, says, also, “leaving unprovided for, 
of the demands for the present year, the sum of 
$6,000,941.” This varies but little from the same 
result. 
more than a million of expenditure under old ap- 


And, though this contains an excess of | 


This is | 


1) 


| 





Now, inorder to be indul- | 


of the loan to one by Treasury notes, for reasons 
of promptitude, economy, and convenience. 

Bat if the friends of the Administration oppose 
that form of a loan, I am willing forthwith to vote 
the above ample amount in the present form, 
rather than embarrass in the slightest degree the 
financial operations of the Treasury, er impair the 
public credit of the General Govefnment |-f:, he 
must say, so deservedly high, by the prudent policy 
and economy of the last Adminis'ration. 

Mr. EVANS was very glad that the Senator 
had got to understand the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. What was the state of the Trea- 
sury? It had about one million dollars on hand, 
and all the Treasury notes which had been antho- 
1ized having been issued, there was no resource, 
except the accruing revenue. That was the state 
of the Treasury, and no one would think it safe. 
Now, what would be the requirements? The de- 
ficit estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
was two anda half millions. There was about 
two and a half millions dollars of Treasury notes, 
exclusive of the ingerest, to fall due in six 
weeks, and we had only about a million of dollars 
to meet them, and the ordinary expenses of Govern- 
ment. 

What was proposed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury as the whole expenditures this year? 
Including the redemption of Treasury notes, but 
excluding new apprepriations likely to be made 
new, the authorized expenditures were $28,837,166. 
What were the means of the year? He specified 
them; and estimated, including all the anticipated 
receipts from all sources, at $25 283,000. This 
left a deficit of about three and a half millions this 
year, and when they arrived at the end of it, there 
would not bea dollarin the Treasury. It would 
be proper to provid® two millions for contingencies, 
which was the least sum former Secretaries of the 


| Treasury thought they could get along with. They 


would then want $5,500,000. If they then added 
new appropriations of two millions dollars likely 
to be made this session of Congress, it amounted ‘o 
seven and a half millions dollars, necessary to be 
supplied forthe service of this y’ar. He did notsee 
how these expenses were to be greatly diminished. 
As to the means of the year, he did not rely en- 
tirely on the estimate; and every day’s experi- 
ence shorved it doubtful whether the amount would 
be equal to that anticipated. The receipts from 
customs were faMing off, and it was thought they 
would not be as great in the latter part of the year 
as inthe former. For the first six months of the 
year they had amounted to $5,700,000. They 


| could not be greater for the next six months; but 


propriations, by means of two mistakes, and an ex- | 


cess of actnal expenditure under new ones, within 


the year, of three-fourths of a million more, yet it || 
contains nothing for a surplus; and, allowinga || 


million znd a half tor that, it pill accord with my 
own computations. 

So the Senator from Kentucky makes the defi- 
ciency to be provided for only a little over nine 
millions, or three more than the Secretary. But 
the Senator includes in that ageregate half a mil- 
lion too much for a surplas—over a million of the 
Secretary’s mistakes in the expenditures under the 


old appropriations, and quite two millions more | 


excess of actual expenditure under the new appro- 
priations. Since he computes that the whole of the 
Jast will be spent in 1841, and must then be pro- 
vided for, when, manifestly, at least two millions 
of this four will not and cannot, in the usual course, 
be actually expended till 1842; making proper and 


‘ obvious allowances then on these accounts, and six 


millions will, by his data, as well as the Secietary’s, 
prove amply sufficient for the present year. That 
sum, therefore, | am willing to vote at once. 

It is true, that I should prefer to change the form 
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the Secretary of the Treasury hadi estimated that 
we were to receive twelve millions in the ten 
months after the Ist of March. The deficiency 
from this sonrce below the estimate of the Secre- 
tary, must then be two millions of dollars at least. 
This, added to the seven and a half millions, 
would make nine and a half millions. This 
would bring us to the end of the year, and we 
should have two millions on hand. There would 
then be requirements immediately by appropria- 
tions, of some thousands of dollars. Last year, 
by appropriations made at the short session, there 
were $450,000 called for immediately. Was it 
then unreasonable to provide now a loan of twelve 
millions?) Senators must have shut their eyes to 
the fact that this was not to be borrowed now, and 
draw interest, but that the President should borrow 
it from time to time, as required. Supposing they 
did not want but six millions, were they to borrow 
twelve millions? Notatall. The only difference 
between this bill and the Treasury Note bills was 
the form of supplying the means required. The 
object of the loan of twelve millions was to supply 
that which they knew to be the existing deficiency 
in the Treasury at thismoment to redeem the Trea- 
sury notes that will come in, and to guard against 
contingencies and fluctuations. He proceeded at 
some length to show the necessity for this; he 
thought the attention of Congress could not be 
given too early to supplying the means of the Trea- 
sury, and could not conceive it unreasonable to 
give the President authority to borrow, as it was 
required, a sum not exceeding twelve millions of 
dollars. He considered this a favorable time to 





prosecute the public works. Every thing is low— 
labor, provisions, and materials. 

Mr. WOODBURY, in repty, said he was not a lit. 
tle surprised that the Senator from Maine should take 
as his guide for a proper expenditure, the amount 
of appropriations to be left at the end of the year, 
That amount depends usually on the great excess 
of appropriations beyond what can and should be 
spent properly, and may be large, and the expendi. 
tures lage at the same time. ‘Thus at the close of 
1836 and 1837, the amount outstanding became in. 
creasd to fifteen and sixteen millions instead of 
eight or ten; but not because enough was not spent 
within these years. On the contrary, that gentle. 
man and his friends complained that too much 
was spent, exaggerating it to forty and fifty mil. 
lions. Now, however, he seems to complain that 
not enough of the appropriations was then spent, 
and that too large an amount was left at the end of 
the year. , 

Passing by this incensistent course of argument, 
it will be seen that the large amount left then un- 
expended, happened, in truth, because Congress 
overloaded the Executive in only two years with 
thirty-six millions more of appropriations than had 
been asked for inthe annual estimates. The Ad. 
ministration expended enough, in all reason, and 
much more than it would have done had Congress 
run into fewer excesses. But it could not fairly, 
and did not, expend at once all those immense ad. 
ditions to what it called for as proper. 

Those large balances of outstanding appropri- 
ations have been since reduced, by large sum; 
going to the surplus fund, and under reduced new 
appropriations, till the old ones were exhausted, to 
about twelve millions only. But the expenditure 
this year, if it reduce them to nine or ten, by help 
of what goes to the surplus fund, may still, in a ra- 
tio to the whole amount of new and old appropri- 
ations, be much larger than usual—much larger, 
at least three millions larger, than experience war- 
rants from the foundation of the Government, as 
well as during the past Administration, and much 
larger than could be effected without indiscreet 
haste, imprudent contracts, wasteful progress, or 
premature advances of the public money. 

But the gentleman adds that, with all our large 
expenditures, which he now very candidly admiis 
were not any larger than was proper in the aggre- 
gate, we did not so epply the money as to leave 
any tracks of benefit behind to the country at large. 
What, sir! beside carrying on with vigor and 
promptiiude all our ord@@ary large functions, le- 
gislative, judicial, civil, military, naval, and 
diplomatic, whether at home or abroad, and 
with punctuality and general efficiency, did we 
leave no other track behind in extinguish: 
ing millions of the large remains of the public debt 
of both the Revolution and the late war? No track 
behind in paying to several States, and among 
the rest for his own, and Massachusetts, the large 
arrearages of claims for military expense in 1812 
and 1814? None for the millions paid to Virginia 
claimants for Revolutionary services? None for 
the new forts built, completed, or armed; fornew 
arsenals and barracks erected, and armories en- 
larged? None for the militia armed? None for 
the dry docks built, navy yards improved, and 
valuable naval materials on hand doubled? None 
for new and splendid public buildings of various 
kinds, here and elsewhere cunstracted, beyond any 
former period in our history? No tracks in protect- 
ing our Northern and Northeastern frontier from 
predatory warfare and bloody invasion? None in 
most expensive Indian wars, ia both the South- 
west and Northwest, to shield our women and chil- 
dren from foreign massacre? None in extinguishing 
Indian titles to so many millions of acres of the 
richest country in the globe; and even under one 
treaty at the expense of near seven millions of dol- 
lars, and ridding §large portions of three or four 
sovereign States of a barbarous population? No 
tracks behind in our expenditures of nearly four 
millions annually at one period to save the halt, the 
decrepid, the blind, the widow, and the fatherless 
of the Revolutionary siock, from the ignominy 
of begging for bread, and to rescue them from 
the discraceful cells of the alms house? 

Let the gentleman {reflect on these and a ihou- 








i 
sand other useful memorials and mementoes of 


tho-e expenses, and then say candidly whether we 
have left no tracks of benefit or advantage behind. 

He says again, that these large expenses, if io 
many cases exlravaganl or unnecessary,were chiefly 
for purposes desired by the Administration, and 
were not crowded on them by others. Here is 
the Itstof them, sir, forthe whole period. In only 
a few years we Sind the Aiexandria canal to near 
athird of a million. Wasthat desired by us? 
The internal improvements, so miscailed, to nearly 
a million in amount—were they desired by us? 
The new light-nouses in places eften fit only for 
jobs, to the extent of near a million in one of these 
years—were they desired by us? The expenses 
nominal in demands and trust funds umer indem- 
nities obtained abroad, and gratuities given at 
home, which we manage for nothing, and have ob- 
tained for others from foreign. nations, as an ad- 
vantage to the country, to the extent of seven or 
eight millions, and sti! technically included among 
the expenditures of those years—did we desire these 
to be charged upon us as extravagance and waste; 
and to be perverted so as to be made to swell our 
expenses for the current service several millions? 

But the gentleman says again, have not former 
Administrations expended money for similar ob- 
jects? Certainly. . But the past one, as shown the 
other day, expended, by order of Congress, quite 
forty millions more for extraordinary and tempo- 
rary objects than any previous Administration 
whatever; and now we are to be taunted with this 
as extravagance inthe amount; or, if the object be 
laudable, with accomplishing nothing in this re- 
spect beyond other Administrations, 

He next says, that the Secretary has estimated 
the receipts too large, and something should be 
provided in the loan bill on that account. It is 
nota little extraordinary that members on this 
side of the House are obliged to-day to vindicate 
the Secretary of the Treasury from the attacks of 
his own friends. 

Tne Senator from Kentucky also charges him with 
omitting a mi'lion anda half of new necessary 
appropriations, and the Senator from Maine accuses 
him of an under estimate in his receipis of 
several millions. I shall not intertere in this fra- 
ternal! controversy further than to say, that if the 
receipts in the month of July prove, as expected, 
to be very large, and if commerce revives magi- 
cally from the incorporagon of a United States 
Bank, as seems to be anticipated by them; if the 
tariff be not changed till the next session, and many 
goods paying less than twenty per cent. [which in- 
clude among numeroas other articles all silks beyond 
the Cape of Gocd Hope, and most of the wines,] are 
soon crowded into the ccuntry under the present 
low duties to avoid higher ones anticipated; and if 
lands are advertised for sale, which I regret to see, 
for some strange cause fatal to the revenue, are 
omitted to be almost entirely; I say if these 
happen, the Secretary may yet prove not to be so 
wide from the truth in all his estimates of receipts, 
as some of his own friends now imagine. The 
chief increase in duties was expected originally to 
be the last half of the year. 

But why should we, in any view, authorize a loan 
tonear double the amount that will probably be 
needed in 18412 Why give twelve millions iastead 
of six for mere eonfidence? or rather to open a 
door to larger appropriations thus encouraged? 
or to Open it to large donations of the public revenue 
from lands, thus virtually licensed, and the conse- 
quences thus guarded agains(? or to large redemp- 
lions of outstanding Treasury notes, not due till 
another year, and not p-essing on the Treasury till 
then? Sucha course is hazardous, unnecessary, 
unprecedented. 

In England, to which we are referred so often 
on the other side for examples as to a National 
Bank and ail that, the votes of supplies are an- 
nual and the issues ef exchequer bills are autho- 
rized only annually. 

Besides all this, we are to convene again before 
the present year expires; and if any thing more 
should then prove to be needed for any existing or 
immediate object, it could be voted then as readily 
and much more safely than now. Above and be- 
yond all this, if any thing should appear to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











be needed for the next year, why not then supply 
itrather than now? Then so mach more wisely, 
because after four months’ more experience and 
tacis fora guide as tothe true amount. 

Bat I forbear pressing farther what must appear 
to every candid mind so much more natural, judi- 
cious, prudent, safe. 

A single word more as to the amount of debt 
created by the past Administrations in twelve 
years, and the amount which will be created by 
this in a single twelve months, if this loan bill and 
all their other measures take effect. 

Toe utmost that can be due in this year on ac- 
count of the past Administration, will be, as we have 
before shown, in a fair amount of expenditure 
in 1841, under old appropriations, not a dollar. 

For not a dollar, then, in this year, is the past 
Adminisiration answerable. The utmost in the 
next year is only the amount of Treasury notes 
which may then be out, and which cannot, by law, 
exceed from five to six millions, and may be only 
four or five. Say, then, that the probable amount 
of debt, caused by the past Administration, and to 
be discharged the next year, may range from four 
to six millions; all of which would have been paid 
or prevented by only correcting erroneous judicial 
decisions and large drawbacks, or by larger im- 
ports, if the Unied Siates Bank had not failed in 
January last, and so injured our foreign, as well as 
domestic, trade and credit. 

But what amonat of debt do gentlemen on the 
other side propose to create on their account within 
only four or five months? At least, they say, four 
to five and a half millions for new appropriations— 
from two to five millions more for a permanent 
surplus—three millions more to supply the revenue 
from lands given away—ten millions more to start 
a National Bank—and six and two-thirds more 
for its aid, if individuals do not subseribe liberally. 

These, at the maximum, make the enormous ag- 
gregate of their own debt, on their own account, 
in jess than one year, of more than twenty-cight 
millions of dollars. At the minimum, it would be 
near nineteen millions, while ours can be but from 
four to six millions, in the long period of twelve 
years—a period, during which we have extin- 
guished more than ten times that amount of public 
debi— incurred in the Revolution and the last war 
—besides defraying promptly all the current ex- 
penditures. 

Mr. CALHOUN said if he understood the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, [Mr. Ciay,] he proposed 
to make an appropriation of two millions and a 
half for the service of the War Depariment. 

Mr. CLAY said he told the Senator that he 
would support it or oppose it, as he pleased. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that the unexpended 
balances, together with the two millions and a half 
now proposed, would make four millions two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars for fortifications, 
being five times larger than the average appropria- 
tions for that object for the last twelve years. He 
had experience in those matters, and knew that it 
was impossible to apply this sum without wasting 
or throwing it away. What did all this prove? It 
proved the great anxiely, to create a public debt. 
There had been a contest between the two great 
political parties as to the amount of debt at the 
close of the Jast Administration, and it had been 
variously estimated at twenty, thiriy, and even as 
high as forty millions of dollars. He asked the 
present Adminisiration not to mingle their debts 
with those of the last Administration; but, at the 
end of this or next session, introduce a bill to pay 
theirown debts. The two were so blended, that 
the people would never understand the debts of the 
last Administration. The real balance at the end 
of last year was one million six hundred thousand 
dollars; and if this extra session had not been call- 
ed, the deficit, according to the Secretary of the 
Treasury’s own estimate, would have been only a 
million and a half of dollars. They were willing 
to vote for the six millions, but the residue must 
go over to the next year. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, if the limitation proposed 
yesterday upon the objects for which the money 
borrowed under this act might be expended, had 
been adopted, and thus the power of the President 
to make loans had been restricted to the payment 
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of the current expenses of the Government and the 
redemption of Treasury notes due and payable, a 
close limitation upon the amount which might be 
borrowed would not have been considered so essen- 
tial by himself and those with whom he acted. 
When that propesition was before the Senate, they 
had informed the friends of the bill that their opposi- 
tion toi, in its present shape, resied mainly apon 
the ground that the money would be loaned prac- 
tically for the purpose of distribution, by being 
borrowed to supply the Treasury, so that it might 
be able to spare the land revenue for distribution 
to the States. All intention to make loans to ac- 
complish this object was promptly, and, he was 
bound to suppose, sincerely desired by the friends 
of the bill; but it was not desied that the bill, if 
made a law without amendment, would empower 
the President and Secretary of the Treasury to 
make loans to carry into effect the distribution 
bill; nor was it denied that, in case that bill should 
becume a law, a state of things might exist which 
would make it the duty of those efficers thus to 
exercise the powers which this bill would place in 
their hands. Still an amendment, calculated and 
designed to prohibit leans for that object, while it 
it did not restrict the power to borrow for the uses 
of the Treasury and the payment of the Treasury 
notes, was deliberately rejected, with a single ex- 
ception, by a strict party vote. 

it became, therefore, imperative upon those who 
were aveise to borrowing money upon the credit 
of this Government to distribute to the State Go- 
vernments, and who believed that the Constitution 
had conferred upon Congress no power “to borrow 
money on the credit of the United States” for sach 
an object, to endeavor, in the only other way 
which remained to them, to prevent the exercise of 
such a power under this loan bill. That way was to 
restrict the amount to be borrowed to the actual 
and probable neeessities of the Treasury for the 
service of the current year. Such was the object 
of the motion of his honorabie friend from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Woopsury] now under conside- 
ration. The bill authorized loans to the amount 
of twelve millions. His motion proposed to limit 
it to six millions. Was the latter sum sufficient 
for the uses of the ‘Treasury for this year? 

There seemed to be new scarcely a question 
upon that pointin any quarter, unless indeed the 
honorable chairman of the committee which re- 
ported the bill, [Mr. Cray,] formed an exception. 
He had, upon several occasions, exhibited states- 
ments tendiug towards a different conclusion; but 
Mr. Waicutr had not been able sufficienily to re- 
tain his data, or his results, to review his calcula- 
tions and point ont the errors which mast exist in 
them. One great error was apparent in them all, 
and that was, that he included in his estimate of 
the wants of the Treasury for this year, an amount 
of money sufficient to pay off and redeem all the 
Treasury notes which were to fali due and beceme 
payable in the whole of the next year. This was 
a palpable error, and amounted, as he should pre- 
sently show, to more than seven millions of dollars. 

The honorable Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] had taken a different course of caleulation, 
and arrived ata much more accurate result. Mr. 
Wraiaur had, since the vote of yesterday, rejecting 
all restriction as to the objects of these loans, taken 
great pains to learn what sum would be probably 
required to supply the Treasury for the current 
year, with a view to a motion such as is now made. 
He had sought various authorities, all from Admi- 
nistration sources, and followed their facts to their 
conclusions, and he was happy to be able to say 
that, while the modes of calculation were all variant 
from each other, and from that pursued by the ho- 
norable Senator from Maine, the conclusions were 
sufficiently harmonious to prove most triumphantly 
the propriety and safety of the limitation proposed 
wy this motion. 

He would exhibit, in a very condensed form, the 
various statements to which he had alluded, and, 
first, one taken from the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury himself, on the finances, and made to 
this Congress since the commencement of the pre- 
sent session. The Secretary puts down as debt, or 
deficit, or both, the sum of - $16,088,215 19 
In this sum is included an item of 
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hew appropriations for the ser- 

vice of the War Department, re- 

commended, but not yet made, 

or assented to by Congress, and 

therefore nota d.bt. The amount 

is - - $2,521,336 98 
He also recommends 

a Treasury ba- 

lance of four mil- 

lions, and in- 

clades that as a 

part of the debt, 

or deficit; but it is 

now conceded that 

this item has been 

rejected by the oth- 

er branch of Cop- 

gress, and not on- 

ly has not been, 

but is not 'o be ap- 

propriated - 4,000,000 00 





These two sums, being deducted, 
will leave a balance of the debt, 
or deficit of the Secretary, of - 

Toe Secretary has also included, as 
a pari of his debi, or deficit, an 
amount of the Treasury notes 
which are not due and payable 
until the nex! year, of - 


This debt of next year, and not of 
this, being deducted, there will re- 
main of the Secretary’s debt, or 
deficit, for his year - - 

In calculating his want of means 
for the year, the Secretary did 
not inclu. e in the existing means 
the mouey in the mints, which he 
says amounied, at the date of his 
report, to - - 215,151 88 

And, by Senate do- 
cument No. 53 of 
the present ses- 
sion, the Secreta- 
ry informs us that 
he made a mis- 
take, by not en- 
tering a payment 
made by the late 
Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, which 
reduced his esti- 
mate of existing 
means by the sam 
of - - 619,136 47 


These two sums, being deducted 
from his supposed debt, or deficit, 
for the year, the balance will be 
still further reduced to the sum of 

A still further correction is to be 
made. The Secretary has in- 
cluded among the demands to be 
paid out of the Treasury this year, 
an issue o! $1,110,611 08 of Trea- 
sury notes made by his predeces- 
sor in office, but made within this 
year, and which notes do not be- 
come due and payable wil next 
year. The Secretary supposes 
these notes may be paid in for 
public dues during the year, but 
if so paid in, he is authorized to 
issue others in the place of them 
at any time within this year, and 
therefore does not want any oth- 
er means for this use. The 
whole of this item, therefore, 
ought to be deducted from his 
calculation of debt, or deficit, to 
make it applicable to this year; 
bat Mr. Wrieut had supposed 
that at least a millien of these 
noies,as they were ali drawing 
an interest of 6 per cent. would 
remain out till they became due 
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and payable, and would not be 
paid in voluntarily for public 
dues; set aside, therefore, the Se- 
cretary’s power to reissue those 
which do ‘come in, and his debt 
should be reduced by, at least - 1,000,000 00 





This will bring down the whole 

debt, or deficit, for this year, 

taking the Secreiary’s own data 

for the calculation, to the small 

sumof - ° - = $1,645,315 82 

The honorab!e Senator from Maixe had supposed 
corrections should be made in the Secretary’s esti- 
mate of revenue for the year, and ha? offered to 
the Senate his own anticipations upon that sabject, 
coming to the conclusion that the Secretary’s ex- 
pectations of revenue from customs would be dis- 
appointed by from one to two millions of dollars. 
Mr. Wricat had never attempted to make an esti- 
mate of the revenues of this Government at any 
time. He had never felt competent to do it, and 
whether the honorable Secretary, or the honorable 
Senator, would prove most correct, he could not say. 
In case, however, the Senator’s estimate should 
prove the correct one, and the revenue from cus- 
toms should disappoint the Secretary by a million 
and a half, he believed the account would be more 
than balanced by his own estimate of expenditures 
from the appropriations which were outstand:ng on 
the 4th of March. The Secretary hai assumed 
that he would expend, of these appropriations, 
within the last ten months of the year, the sum of 
$24,210,000 00, an amount which Mr. Wricat 
could not doubt would prove to be two or three 
millions beyond the actual expenditures. It must, 
in any event, be that much beyond what could be 
prudently and economically expended within that 
time, as he believed the entire expenditures of 1840 
were but about twenty-two millions. He was con- 
tent, therefore, to take the Secretary’s calculations 
upon both sides as correct, and if his estimates of 
revenue should prove to be excessive, he was confi- 
dent his estimates of expenditure would be found 
more so, 

He would now compare the result above, de- 
rived from the Secretary’s report, with a statement 
which he found in the National Intelligencer ef 
Thursday last. He knew there had been intima- 
‘ions made by certain honorable gentlemen to-day, 
in the course of this debate, of the impropriety of 
referring to the colamns of this newspaper as au- 
thority upon this point. He thought it did not rest 
with the gentlemen upon that side of the House to 
object to this authority under any circumstances, 
as intentionally unfavorable to them or their mea- 
sures, but he would remind Senators that this pa- 
per seemed to be the place where we were to learn 
the grounds upon which measures were passed in 
another body. That appeared to be peculiarly 
irue as to the land distribution bill, and was rapid- 
ly coming to be so in reference to this one ‘Toe 
language used in the article to which he now refer- 
red was as follows: 


“The apparent deficit for the current year, therefore, is 
(say) $2,694,449, together with the amount of appropriations 
made at this session, and to be expended within the year, sup- 


pese $2,500,000, added to the amount of Treasury notes which 
may be received in payment asthe Treasury up to January 
1, 1842. So that, of the loan of twelve millions of dollars pro- 


posed to be authorized, it may not be necessary, within the 
remainder of the present year, to borrow more than five mil- 
lions of dollars.”"—Nutional Intelligencer of July 15, 1841. 
Here the appareat deficit for the year 

isputat - - - $2,694,449 00 
Take that derived from the report of 

the Secretary, according to the 

above calculation - $1,645,315 82 
And add the Treasury 

notes included by the 

Secretary, but in the 

calculation deducted, 

because not due till 

next year - - 1,000,000 00 
2 645,315 82 
And the difference between the two re- 

sults willonly be - * - $49,133 18 

This goes far to give an authorilative torce to 
the statements of the article o the Intelligencer, 
and the conclusion of the writer is that “it may 














not be necessary, within the remainder of the pre. 
sent year, to borrow more than five millions of 
dollars,” under this loan bill. The motion js to 
extend the authority to a loan of six millions. 

Another and more recent article, however, upon 
the same subject, had appeared in that journal, 
and as the Editors expressly defend their former 
statements to it, as being from bigher authority 
and mcre likely to be accurate, he had examined 
itand made an analysis of its statements and con- 
clusions. The article to which he referred was in 
the paper of this morning, and had been before re. 
ferred to, in the course of the debate, by his hono.- 
rable friend from Ohio, [Mr. AttEen.] The course 
of calcuiation assumed by the writer was different 
from either of the former, and his conclusions al- 
most exactly with those of the honorable Senator 
from Maine. The calculations are thus: 

That, at the close of the present year, there will 
be an amount of liabilities against the Treasury, 
beyond the whole gctual cash means at that time, 
existing in the shape of outstanding appropria- 
tions,equal toabeut - . $19,000,000 
That in the ordinary course of things 

the one half of this amount will go 

over to the next year, under the or- 

dinary bead of outstanding appropri- 

ations of former years to be expend- 


ed in 1842. That willbe - - 9,500,000 


And will leave, to be provided for dur- 

ing this year, beyond the existing 

and anticipated cash means of the 

Treasury, the remaining half - $9,500,000 
That all the Treasury notes outstanding 

and not redeemed at the end of the 

year, will have been applicable to this 

balance, and the writer estimates that 

the Treasury notes so outstanding 

will, on the Ist of January, 1842, 

amountto - - - - 6,500,000 
This will leave to be provided for, be- 

yond the Treasury notes already au- 

thorized by law, 'o complete the ser- 

vice of this year, but - - $3,000,000 


‘This, however, the writer says, is upon 


the assumption that all the means of 
the Treasury shall be applied to its 
liabilities, leaving it, at the close of 
the year, entirely empty, a thing 
wholly impracticable, and he there- 
fore adds, for a Treagury balance - 500,000 
And thus arrives at the conclusion that 

the money which we should require 

to complete the service of this year, 

and leave a half million in the Trea- 

sury, if Congress had not been con- 

vened, or should make no new appro- 

priations, would be - - - $3,500,000 


This is the precise result to which the honorable 
Senator from Maine arrived, by a course of calcu- 
lation somewhat similar; bat Mr. Wraiaart thousht 
his result did not leave the Treasury balance of 
baif a million. 

This writer goes on to suppose that Congress 
may, at the present exira session, make new appro- 
priations to the amount of four millions, bwt says, 
in that event, not more than half of the sums ap- 
propriated will be expended within this year, and 
ihe .remaining half will swell the amount of out- 
standing appropriations for the next year. Upon 
this hypothesis, the first conclusion is that it may be 
*nece sary to borrow five millions for the service of 
the year, including the two millions for the new ap- 
propriations anticipated, and half a million to re- 
main in the Treasury, thus making the extent of 
the loans required within this year five and a half 
millions. 

How, then, did the honorable Senator from 
Maine make out his necessity for loans, within the 
year, to the amount of nine anda half millions? 
Thus: He stands with the correspondent of the In- 
telligencer as to the necessity for three and a half 
millions for the service of the year, irrespective of 
the present session of Congress, and for two mii- 
lions to meet the new appropriations which will be 
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made at this session, thus agreeing entirely with 
this writer as far as he goes, except as to the half 
million to remain in the Treasury. That is a part 
of the five and a half millions which the writer re- 
quires, but the Senator expends the whole. He 
compensates himsel!, however, somewhat liberally, 
by adding two millions to his other supposed ‘ne- 
cessities, merely for a Treasury balance. Thus he 
reaches seven and a half of his nine and a half 
millions, and the remaining two he adds to make 
up an apprehended deficiency in the revenue from 
cusioms. And still the honorable Senator, after 
drawing thus liberally upon his imagination for the 
probable wants of the public Treasury for this year, 
has found himse!f unable to reach the measure of 
the bill by two and a half millions of dollars. 

As to the two millions allowed in these last cal- 
culations to meet the new appropriations to be 
made at the present session of Congress, it was 
worthy of remark that the honorable chairman of 
the committee had, in one of his calculations, and 
that one upon which he seemed principally to rest 
himself, excluded the new appropriations recom- 
mended for the service of the War Department, 
amounting to more thantwo and a half millions. 
If, therefore, this amount was to be subtracted 
from the anticipated four millions of new appro- 
priations, instead of allowing two millions for the 
wants of this year to meet new appropriations, less 
than half that sum will be required. 

Could gentlemen, in the face of these facts, press 
the Senaie for authority to contract a permanent 


debt of twelve millions of dollars? Could they | 


justify it to themselves, or to their country, to give 
such a vote? The necessiiy for such a loan, so far 
from having been proved, had been absolutely dis- 
proved by the honorable Senator ‘rom Maine him- 
self, and much more strongly disproved by the 


facts drawn from the report of the Secretary of the | 


Treasury, aud by the conclusions repeatedly pro- 
nounced, and in various forms, in the official organ 
of their party here, and as it were by authority. 
Would this motion be further resisted, in the face 
of such facts? 


A brief notice of a single other argument of the 
Senator from Maine, and he would relieve the Se- 
nate? That gentleman contends that the power to 
make loans conferred by this bill ought to be large, 
because the holders of the ou'standing Treasury 
notes may desire to exchange them for the stocks 
to be created, and may force them upon the Trea- 
sury in payment of the public dues to compel 
loans, that they may obtain the stocks. He has 
himself sufficiently answered this argument by the 
remark, that when the notes not due and payable 
are so paid in, the Secretary of the Treasury is au- 
thorized by the existing laws to issue other Trea- 
sury notes in their places, and therefore cannot be 
thus compelled to make loans under this act. 
Were this not so, however, the argument would 
bring him to a very different eonciusion from that 
of enlarging the power to make loans, which were 
to be made under a compulsion so exercised, and 
for such an object. It would prove to him that 
this ought'to be a Treasury note, avd nota joan 
bill, a change of shape for which we would 
now most cheerfully give bis vote. Gentle- 
men should move cautiously in this matter, 
for if they did, by this legislation, put it in the 
power of the holders of the outstanding six per 
cent. Treasury notes, to compel the Secretary of 
the Treasury to redeem them by emissions of six 
per cent. stocks having three years’ life, they 
might rest assured the power would be exerted: 
Whe were the holders of these notes? The Se- 
hate was not wholly ignorant upon that point. 
A document from the Treasury Department, laid 
upon our tables not long since, shows to whom all 
these notes have been issued since the 4th of 
March last; and a glance at the list will prove that 
almost all have been issued to banks, bankers, and 
brokers. Are they to pay them in voluntarily, 
while six per cent. interest is rnoning upon them, 
thus constituting them the most safe and conve- 
nient, and profitable capital a bank can hold? 
Certainly not; but put it in their power to force an 
exchange for six per cent. siocks, of three years’ 
life, and the volition will be instantly determined. 
The notes will come in and the stocks will go out. 





The Senator’s argument, therefore, proves (oo 
much, and if it be sound, should be fatal to the bill 
in its present form. 

Mr.. YOUNG of Illinois said there was one con- 
sideration connected with this twelve millions loan 
bill that had not been mentioned, which struck him 
as being extraordinary; and, if he mistook not, 
wonld strike the people as being extraordinary— 
and it was this: all knew that an extra session bad 
been talked of as more than probable previous ‘o 
the adjournment of the last session of Congress, 
and that some of the members favorable to the 
present Administration were opposed to it~and 
that to prevent the pretext for a called session, 
growing out of an exhausted Treasury, a distin- 
guished member from Virginia [Mr. Wis] of the 
ether Houre, then and now a friend of this Admi- 
Station, proposed an amendment to the Treasury 
note bill by which five millions more of Treasury 
notes could be issued and reissued by the succeed- 
ing Adaninistration, applicable exclusively to pay- 
ments to be made after the 31 of March last. 
No one at that time, had asked for any more, and 
this sum of five millions had been cheerfully 
voted. Besides this, he said there remained on 
hand in the Treasury, on the fourth of March last, 
an unexpended balance of $646,000, making alto- 
gether, of available funds when the new Admini- 
stration succeeded to power, of $5,646,000. Weil, 
sir, said Mr. Y. this was thought sufficient on all 
sides to enable the Secretary of the Treasary, with 
the accruing revenues arising from the public lands 
and the customs, to go through with the remainder 
of the year—and what now do we hear?’ That in 
addition to these five millions six hundred and 
forty-six thousand dollars, we must borrow twelve 
millions more, making together the enormous sum 
of seventeen millions six hundred and forty-six 
thousand dollars: and all this within the first five 
months of this new economical Administration— 
and all in addition to the ordinary revenues of the 
country. Sir, said Mr. Y. will not the people be 
surprised—will they not be astonisked at such ex- 
travagance?’ I had supposed, said Mr. Y. that the 
deficit in the Treasury was to be supplied 
by an impost on luxurie—on wines and 
silks, and whatever else might not be deemed 
essential to the necessary comforis of life 
—and that, in the mean time, the power to issne 
and reissue, up to the very last day of the fiscal 
year, five millions of Treasury notes, would suf- 
fice. Butthe cry is, borrow! borrow!! and no one 
can see the end of it. A proposition had been 
submitted to reduce the sum provided for by the bill 
to six millions of dollars; this, added to five millions 
six hundred and forty-six thousand dollars, availa- 
ble on the 4th of March, would make eleven mil- 
lions six hundred and forty-six thousand dollars; 
but this proposition, reasonable as it was, had 
been rejected. If the Bank bill should pass, we 
are to borrow ten millions more, and on the hap- 
pening of a certain contingency, six millions in ad- 
dition to that. Sixteea millions in all. This, ad- 
ded to the seventeen million six hundred and forty- 
six thousand dollars already authorized, and to be 
authorized by the bill under consyleration, would 
make a permanent debt upon the people of the 
country of thirty-three millions six hundred and 
forty-six thousand dollars!! And ail within the 
first half year of this self-denying, economical Ad- 
ministration. Sir, (said Mr. Y.) are the people, 
after what they have been told about economy, 
prepared for this?’ He said that they were willing 
to have voted on his side of the chamber six mil- 
lions of dollars, which he thought amply sufficient 
—more than enough—but as the Senators on the 
other side had thought proper to reject their amend- 
ment, he should vote against the bill, 

The question was then taken on ‘the amend- 
ment, and it was disagreed to—ayes 21, noes 26, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Lina, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, “Yoodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 





Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. KING said he was convinced that the Se- 
na'ors on the opposite side would not vote for any 
amendments, even when they are shown by their 
own calculations to be necessary and proper. The 
statement made by the Senator from New Yerk 
(Mr. Waicut] could not be controverted, and he 
asked Senators how they could reconcile it to their 
consciences to vote for a loan of twelve millions, 
when they knew the sum was not wanted and 
could not be profitably expended during the 
present, or a reasonable portion of the next 
year. The Senator from Maine, after in- 
cluding all the subjects within his imagina- 
tion, for he had not confined himself to the 
facts as presented, could only swell the amount to 
nine millions. Then why centract a loan of twelve 
millions, on which we must pay interest for three 
years? Is it for the mere pleasure of borrowing? 
The Senator from Kentucky says it is possible an 
arrangement may be made to take up the out- 
standing Treasury notes. But can any arrange- 
ment be made which would not bea losing one to 
the Government, to change Treasury notes for a 
three years’ stock, bearing interest? Thea why 
give the Secretary the means to do a losing busi- 
ness?. He himself was a plain common sense man, 
and did notdo business in that way, and he sup- 
posed the Secretary was another, bat he would not 
trust him or any other Secretary. He could add 
nothing to the irrefutable statement of the Senator 
trom New York, but he would ask Senators not 
to run wildly into a career of feckless extravagance; 
not to incur a heavy debt which could not be ex- 
pended without great waste, but to limit it to an 
amount which their own statements showed would 
be amply sufficientto meet all the demands upon the 
Treasury. He would propose, therefore, to strike 
out “twelve” millions, and insert “nine.” If 
this was rejected, the country would decide whether 
this was the Administration of economy and re- 
trenchment which it was promised it would be. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Kina, and it was rejected— 
ayes 22, noes 26,as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hender- 
son, King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier,Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Waiker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright and Young 
—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Ba'es, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
uss, Pres'on, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Talimadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. BENTON said it seemed that in borrowing 
money under this new and economical Admiaistra- 
tion amillion more or less wasa trifle of such conse- 
quence as not to be worth talking about. In the 
Bank bill which was lying on the table, not dead, 
but asleep, there was a provision authorizing the 
Government to borrow one million without the au- 
thority of Congress, and this, with the twelve in 
the bill before us, makes thirteen millions. He had 
no objection to confer authority on the Treasury to 
borrow within a given amount to meet appropria- 
tions asthe money was wanted; and thought this 
far better than creating a loan, and placing the 
money on which we are to pay interest in the 
Treasury, whether it is wanted or net, to meet 
contingencies that may or may not arise. He 
would therefore submit an amendment in the fol- 
lowing words: 


“And that the sum of two millions of dollars, part and 
parcel of the aforesaid loan, be intended for a reserve fund 
to remain in the Treasury to meet contingencies, and shall not 
be borrowed except during the recess of Congrees it shall be- 
come necessary to borrow the same or some part thereof to 


ineet the appropriations made by Congress, for which mo- 
ney on hand and accruing may be deemed insufficient.” 


Mr. B said it was declared by the advocates of 
the bill that two milliens were intended as a re- 
served fund. He had no objection to a reserved 
fund, but instead of borrowing it on interest, and 
putting it in the Bank, he thought it would be bet- 
ter to entrust the Administration to borrow it, 
which should not be exercised uniil the contingen- 
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cy should arise which would render it necessary. 
In military affairs the reserve was not brought into 
action until the crisis of the action; and he thought 
the analogy a proper one to be observed in the case 
under ccnsideration. He held the proper place 
for these two millions of dollars to be in the pock- 
ets of the lenders, and not in the pockets of the 
borrowers. In point of safety it was much better, 
and in economy there was no comparison. By 
the bill we would have two millions of dollars’ on 
which we were paying interest, jying in the vaults 
of the Bank on deposite, and we receiving no iute- 
reston it. It was every way safer and more eco- 
nomical to let the money remain with the helders 
of it, until the Treasury necded its use. 

Mr. CLAY said it had been demonstrably 
shown that the twelve millions would be wanted, 
and much more would be wanted. It had been 
shown that this bill only gave authority, like that 
given in the case of Treasury notes, to borrow the 
money as it is wanted. He had therefore voted, 
and would vote against all the motions to razee the 
bill by various propositions of 6, 9, 10 millions, 
and as many more he supposed as the amount 
could be divided into, until they worried themselves 
and the Senate; and without intending any di<re- 
spect, he did not intend to notice the arguments in 
favor of them hereafter, and he hoped they would 
be voted down. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was disagreed to—ayes 20, noes 27, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbary, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Mes:rs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

Mr. BENTON said he had another amendment 
which did not propose to diminish the amount, nor 
to defer any portion of it, but was intended to 
make the bill harmonize a jjtt!e more with those 
who had constitutional scruy les agains uniting the 
the purse andthe sword. tle would therefore 
move to strike out of the ff; -( section—“In his 
opinion the exigencies of th: Government may 
require,” and insert.“‘may be » cessary to satisfy 
appropriations made by Congr> -.” 

To pass the bill wi hout this amendment would 
be to divest Congress of ils cons:i‘utional power 
over the means of the Treasury, ani invest it in 
the Executive. This general powe: with which 
the bill invested the Executive was entirely distinct 
from that conferred for special pur; oses. He 
thought this was an amendment which would re- 
commend itself to gentlemen on the other side, 
who had heretofore manifested such hostility to the 
increase of Executive power, and especially «s 
it re.ated ‘o his power over the treasure of the 
Union. 

The question was then taken ou the amendment, 
and it was disagreed to—ayes 21, noes 27, as fol- 
lowe: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

Mr. SEVIER said he did not rise to make a 
speech, but to offer an amendment to rectify what 
he supposed was a mistake in the bill. Mr. &. 
then sent to the Chair the following amend- 
ment: 

“And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 


the Secretary of the Treasury to re-issue any Treasury notes that 
may be hereafter redeemed.””’ 


Mr. S. said the present Administration com- 
menced housekeeping, on the 4th of March with 
a million of dollars in the Treasury; they were 
authorized to issue five millions in Treasury notes, 
which we are informed have all been i-sued; the 
bill now under consideration provides for twelve 
millions more, and the accruing revenue of the 
year is estimated by the Secretary at sixteen mil- 
lions; these sums, added together, will make thirty- 
four millions,and there isa provision in the Bank 
bill, for one million more, making in the whole 
thirty-five millions in a single year, which he would 
venture to say was more than any Administration, 
in a time of peace, had ever before asked for. 
This was a sample of the new Administration, 
which came into power with such professions of 
economy and retrenchment in their mouths. Then 
he would ask Senators on the other side, to insert 
a clause in the bill prohibiting the Secretary 
from re-issuing any Treasury notes that may be 
hereafter redeemed, and as this would give honora- 
ble Senators an opportunity of evincing their an- 
tipothies to Treasury notes, he could not imagine 
it possible, that there would be any opposition to 
tee amendment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he did not choose 
to go over the ground which had been already so 
often travelled. The Secretary of the Treasury 
could not make his payments, if the Senator’s 
amendment prevailed. 

Mr. SEVIER said this was a very convenient 
way of getting rid of an argument that could not 
be answered; but it did not satisfy him, nor would 
it satisfy his constituents, or the country at large. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the argament had 
been already answered. 


Mr. ALLEN said he did not think it had. He 
had no thought it was designed to reissue .these 
Treasury notes, and asked if it was not a fraud 
upon the face of the bill, to say in one part of it 
that it was a loan to redeem these notes, and in 
another part of it their reissue was authorized? He 
would like to knew how much the Administration 
wanted to borrow. They have already thirty-five 
millions at commend for the service of the present 
year, and, not content with this, they are for exei- 
cising the power of reissue without limit, which 
will extend it to nearly fifty millions of dollars in 
a single year. He thanked the Senator from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Sevier] for calling their attention to 
this matter, which was so insidiously concealed, 
and he called the attention of the Sena‘e—not of 
the Senate, for there was nothing to be expected 
from the majority—but he called the attention of 
the country to the enormous amount claimed by 
the present administ.ation for the first year of its 
operations. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was negatived—ayes 21, noes 27, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Ca!- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRobers, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge 
—27. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he desired to offer another 
amendment, which would be to strike eut all after 
the enacting clause, and insert a bill for the issue of 
Treasury notes. On this he wished to submit his 
views, and as the hour was late, and we had al- 
ready hada long and fatiguing session, he would 
move an adjournment. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky spoke of the necessity 
of prompt action on the bill, and hoped the Senate 
would not adjourn. The bill had been already 
discussed at great length, but if the Senator from 
South Caoolina had any thing further to offer, he 
(Mr. C.) would listen to him with great pleasure. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, only a single day was 


asked. The friends of the Administration had 


And yet it mightall be given to them; | 


commanding majorities in both Houses of Cop. 
gress, and yet this bill was not brought forward 
until a late period of the session, when it was at. 
tempted to be hurried through, without allowing 
lime for examination and discussion, on the plea of 
the urgent exgencies ofthe Treasury, and yet the 
wants of the present year were mixed up with 
those extending beyond the 4th of March next. He 
was willing that the bill should be reported to tne 
Senate, and with the understanding that but a sin. 
gle amendment was to be offered, the vote on the 
bill could be taken on Monday. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, he must Oppose 
the adjournment. The subject of Treasury notes 
had been deen debated until it was exhausted, and 
he did not imagine that any thirg now could be 
said upon it. 

Mr. ALLEN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays, 

The question on adjournment stood: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cathbert, Falion, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Yousg—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, and White—25. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to renew the amend- 
ment which had been proposed by the Senator 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] and was rejected. 
We were told by the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] that there were ten millions of Treasury 
notes outstanding, and the object of the !oan cre- 
ated by this bill wasto redeem them; but under its 
provisions every note may be reissued. He (Mr. 
W.) bad not taken the full scope of the proposi- 
tion when it was first submitted by his friend 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier.] but the debate 
which succeeded it convinced him of its impor- 
tance, and he thought it was not possible that it 
could be rejected. This bill proposes to confer 
the power of borrowing twelve millions, and the 
power to reissue Treasury notes to the extent of 
six or eight millions, making together eighteen or 
twenty millions. ‘Thisconfers power on the Execu- 
tive over the Treasury and the credit of the nation 
in duplicate. He knew that it might have the ap- 
pearance of disrespect towards the Senate to re- 
offer an amendment which had been rejected, but 
he had done it in hopes that Senators might turn 


{[Mr. Evans] against taking up these Treasury 
notes before they were due, but he had no expecta- 
tion that it was contemplated to have the loan and 
the notes both in operation. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had imagined this was a 
mistake, and that it would be corrected without 
difficulty. If it was not a mistake, would any Se- 
nator defend it? Did the majority intend to give 
the power to the Executive to issue, in addition to 
this loan of twelve millions, six or seven millions 
in Treasury notes. He would yield the oor most 
cheerfully for an explanation. 

No one could demonstrate the necessity of rais- 
ing more than six millions in addition to its pre- 
sent resources to enable the Treasury to carry on 
its operations for the year. It was an element 
of British liberty, and of liberty every where, 
that the supplies are only provided for the ’cur- 
rent year, except for permanent appropria-° 
tions, and beyond that the revenues are 
in the control of the Legislature. Now 
this bill conferred the privilege of borrowing 
in addition to the twelve millions in the bill, six or 
seven millions more by the reissue of Treasury 
notes. For his own part, he preferred the form of 
a loan to Treasury notes, but he thought no Sena- 
tor would contend for the justice or legality of re- 
issuing six millions ef notes, which this bill pro- 
vides the means to redeem. He repeated, that he 
considvred it a mistake, and hoped there would be 
no opposition to the amendment. 


Mr. EVANS thought that gentlemen were labor- 
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their attention to it. He had been engaged for 
two days in arguing with the Senator from Maine 
and even if the almost countless treasures of the 
East were added, they would also be exhausted. 


ing under a great mistake. The Secretary had no 
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ower to reissue, exceptin the case of the notes 

ich were received in payments for revenue. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. That’s what I mean. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Are they not redeemed? 

Mr. EVANS said it was not redemption in a 
technical sense. There were two modes of redemp- 
tion—redeeming them when they were due in coin; 
and receiving them in payment of customs. The 
latter was not a redemption in its technical sense, 
and under the law of 1840, the Secretary had the 
power to reissue them. Under this Administration 
he hoped and expected that none of them would be 
reissued. There never could be more than five 
millions outstanding. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Did not the Senator say this 
morning there were ten? 

Mr. BUCHANAN was glad to find that the Se- 
nator from Maine and himself agreed on this sub- 
ject. He never imagined that when a Treasury 
note was paid off that it could be reissued. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the Senators were both 
inerror. It had been the practice, under the law 
of 1840, to reimburse such notes as in the words 
of the act “‘might be redeemed.” 

Mr. EVANS asked if those which had been re- 
deemed were reissued? 

Mr. WOODBURY said they were, if redeemed 
before they fell due. 

Mr. BUCHANAN continued. His impression 
on this matter agreed with that of the Senator from 
Maine—that the Sceretary had no power to reissue 
the Treasury notes which had been redeemed. 
Now what was the bill before us? It was an au- 
thority to borrow twelve millions of dollars; and in 
addition to this amount, which is shown to be twice 
as much as is necessary, thereis a power to reissue 
Treasury notes ‘o the amount of six or seven mil- 
lions more. Was that the intention of Senators? 
Would they not, if they were now drawing up the 
bill, prohibit 1? And when the mis ake 1s disco- 
vered, will they, on the plea of urgency, force the 
bill through, without correcting it?) He considered 
the discretion proposed to be vested in the Execu- 
tive, as of a most dangerous character, as he had 
no doubt if the Bank bill passed, every dollar of 
these Treasury notes would be paid in—the 5 per 
cent. loan running for fifteen years, would be the 
favorite siock, and capitalisis would make their 
invesiments in it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky opposed the amend- 
ment, on the ground that it impiied a want of ho- 
nor and bad taithon the part of the President or 
the Secretary of the Treasury. But again, if the 
amendment were adopted, before the loan could be 
effected, Treasury notes might be poured in, and 
having no means to redeem them, the wheels of 
Goverament would be stopped; and this, though he 
was sure it was not intended, would be the effect 
of the Senator’s amendment. At last it comes to 
this: confidence or no confidence. We have con- 
fidence in the Administration; the Senators on the 
other side have none. Then let them make their 
propositions, and let us vote them down. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was sorry that the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer manifested so much excita- 
bility. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Not at all; not at 
all. I wish | hada more lady-like manner of ex- 
pressing myself. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Iam afraid the Senator 
will lose the proper intonation of his voice if he 
pitches it on so high a key. 


Mr. CLAY. Not unlikely, as you put my voice 
so often in requisition. 

Mr. BUCHANAN continued. This question 
was not to be carried in a whirlwind, but to be 
di cussed in a calm and quiet manner. The Sena- 
lor says that gentlemen manifest a want of con- 
fidence. Was that a principle on which they were 
to discharge their constitutional duties in regard to 
the public money? As aSenator of a sovereign 
State he placed confidence in no Executive. The 
doctrine was exploded, and if it ever obtained in 
this country, our downward «course would soon 
commence. The question is whether Congress 
will confer a great and important legislative dis- 
cretion upon the Secretary of the Treasury, which, in 
his opinion, Congress shoald reiain in its own hands, 





and he would give no vote with more pleasure than 
one against doing so. 

Mr. CLAY (in mellifluous tones) said he would 
modulate his voice to suit the delicate ear of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. The Senator says he 
has no confidence, he would place no confidence 
in the Executive—that confidence was an un- 
parliamentary word. Why, the old adage 
tells us there’s honor among thieves, and 
there is no association of men but what 
place confidence in each other. The true 
principle of liberty was to limit and control, bat 
stili confide. Did not the Senator vote for every 
bill to issue Treasury notes? That showed some 
little confidence in the Executive. Did he not vote 
for the power of the President to borrow ten mil- 
lions of dollars, and to raise forty thousand men, 
uuder certain contingencies? That showed some 
confidence in the discretion of the Executive. 
What was the objection to investing the present 
Executive with some small portion of authority 
and confidence? He (Mr. Cray) had never said 
that the Secretary should reissue notes paid tor 
and redeemed; on the contrary, if sucha course 
should be pursued by the Secretary, he should 
deem him worthy of impeachment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was very glad that 
he made the remark on the Senator’s manner, as all 
would admit that it was greatly improved—being 
much mere didactic, and much more financial, 
and this was a proof that a poor critic could 
sometimes improve a greatanthor. Butoh! for 
the glowing strainsof eloquence with which the 
Senator from Kentucky had, but a short time 
since, denounced faith in the Executive, and 
which had warmed even his cold blood; 
but now there is a change in his opinion upon this 
subjeci, and he could not congratulate him upon it, 
when his own friends have got the power, and we 
are told there is honor among thieves—certainly not 
intending to apply it to his own friends. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. It isnot applicable 
to the other side. 

After some remarks from Mr. BAYARD as to 
the provisions of the various laws authorizing the 
issue of Treasury notes— 

Mr. KING said he was glad that the Senator 
from Delaware had directed the attention of the 
Senaie to these various laws, as it had greatly 
strengthened the argument in favor of the amend- 
ment. Though the Secretary could not reissue the 
old notes, he could issue new ones in the place of 
them, and this renders the amendment highly im- 
portant. Senators asserted that twelve millions 
was all they wanted,and yet it was indisputable 
the bill authorized six millions more, and the pro- 
position to take away this authority is strenuously 
resisted. If you want more money, say so. 
Instead of 12, say we want 18 or 20 millions, and 
let the country know it. He hoped that Senators, 
in their great anxiety to pass tae bill, wili consider 
what they are doing, end not be guilty of legisla- 
tion which they may hereafter revolta'. Why do 
not Senators say at once, “‘we want as much mo- 
ney as we can get, and in such a way as not to let 
the people know where it comes from, and how it 
is to be expended.” 

Mr. WRIGHT said he wished to modify the 
amendment so as to cover the case in any count, 
so that it should not be lawful for Congress to re- 
issue Treasury notes, no matier how redeemed at 
the Treasury. He did not wish a technical vote to 
be taken. It mattered little in what light the exist- 
ing law was viewed; the question was to limit the 
expenditure. 

Mr. CLAY hoped the Senator would be accom- 
modated. 

Mr. WRIGHT then, by general consent, modi- 
fied the amendment so as to read: 

“And beit further enacted, That itshall not be lawful for 
the Secretary of the Treasury, after the passage of this act, to 
reissue any Treasury note received at the Treasury in payment 
of any public debts, nor to reissue any such Treasury note paid 


or redeemed by him in any other manner, nor to issue any other 
notes in the place of those so paid and received.” 


Mr. WRIGHT said the object of the amend- 
meht was single and simple. Whathe wanted was 
that when the power to create a loan of twelve 
millions was conferred on the Executive, the power 
to reissue Treasury notes should cease. Mr. W. 





referred to the law authorizing the issuing of Trea- 
sury notes, and the practice of the Depariment un- 
der it, which was as follows: In the early part of 
the year the means of the Treasury are short, and 
the Secretary issues a large quantity of Treasury 
notes. In the middie of the year, the Secretary 
finds himself in the possession of five or six mil- 
lions in cash, and he gives notice to the holders of 
ahese notes, say the Bank of Commerce, or the 
Bank of America, you hold five or six hundred 
thousand dollars in Treasury notes, and I give you 
notice that in sixty days I will redeem them. He 
does so, and the notes are redeemed. Towards the 
close of the year the Secretary again feels himself 
straitened for means, and notes are issued in place 
of those redeemed as above, and these notes ran 
the fall amount of the original time on their 
face—to wit, one year from the time they 
are re-issued. And now what sort of a 
discretion we are asked to confer? He would take 
the statement of the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
Evans.] He says there are ten millions of Trea- 
sury notes outstanding. If they are redeemed be- 
fore their date, or received for duties one day be- 
fore they are due, every dollar of them may be re- 
issued, and they may run the whole length of their 
original date. And what was the argument of the 
Senator from Kentucky, when he calls upon us to 
vote to the amount of six millions: beyond what 
we suppose he even asked us for? Why, that to 
refuse it, would evince a suspicion of the honor of 
the President or the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He (Mr. W.) had usually great pleasure in his- 
tening to the Senator, and admired the ability with 
which he sustaiued himself, and he had writhed 
under the severity of his denunciations against the 
implicit faith in the Executive which he attributed 
to the friends of a former Administration. He 
could not rejoice at the cathole change of 
sentiment in the Senator on this subject. But 
in the days of’ our greatest devotion to the 
Executive, we never taxed our faith to the extent 
now proposed, or asked our opponents to yield 
their honest convictions to a generous confidence in 
the probity of the Executive. 

Mr. W. said if Senators supposed the Opposi- 
tion to be actuated by a mere wish to procrastinate, 
they did them wrong. Yesterday they had tried 
to prevent the money to be raised by this bill 
from being applied to the purposes of distribution; 
and after occupying nearly (he whole day in the dis- 
cussion, they failed. To-day we have tried to limit 
the amount to what we believe, and what we are 
justified in believing by the official data, and the 
statements of Senators themselves, to be the actual 
wants of the Treasury, and in this we have 
also failed. And now, at the last moment, we 
have detected, through the vigilance of the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] a power 
by which the Secretary of the Treasury can 
go far beyond what we had thonght the already 
unnecessasily large sum provided for in this bill, 
and this duplicate power is now avowed and de- 
fended, nvt, as Senators say,that they will both be ex- 
ercised at once, bat to prohibit the exercise of either 
would be to impugn the honor and good faith of 
the Executive. Weare called net only to vcte 
the amount of loan which is nominally to redeem 
these notes, but to allow the reissue of them; to 
permit them to borrow money under either, or un- 
der both. When did we ever ask of honorable 
Senators on the other side such confidence? Never. 
And when they ask it of us, we tell them it is un- 
reasonable, and will not be granted. 

Mr. BERRIEN contended that the passage of 
this bill would repeal the Treasury note bills; and 
thatthe power of reissue could not be exercised 
afier a fund had been applied for the redemption of 
the notes. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was negatived—ayes 19, noes 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberis, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut; Sturgeon, Waiker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—19. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ba- 
yard, Berrien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hantington, Ker, 
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Mangum, Merrick, Moreheat, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 

A motion was then madato adjourn, but it was 
negatived—ayes 20, noes 24. 

No other amendments being proposed, the biil 
was reporied to the Senaie without amendment, 


and it was ordered to a third reading. ° 


Mc. CLAY moved that it have its third reading 
now, by iis title. 

Mr. SEVIER insisted that the bill saoald be 
read through. 

The bill was accordingly read, and 

The CHAIR propounded the question, Shall 
this bill pass? 

Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING said he understood that the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] wished to 
submit some remarks on the bill, and be would ap- 
peal to that spirit of courtesy which had so gene- 
raliy prevailed in this body; and wh'ch should al- 
ways actua‘e honorable Senators, to give him the 
opportunity of doing so. He would move the 
Senate do now adjoura until Monday.” 

The motion was carried—a large majority being 
in faver of it. 

And at half past five o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SaturDay, July 17, 1541. 

The journal of yesterday was readand approved. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose and moved a reconsideration of the vpte 
of yesterday, by which the House adopted the resolution of 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Paorrit,] to take bi!! No. 8, 
making appropriations for fortifications, out of Committee of 
the Whole this day, at 2. p. m. 

Mr. A. said he made this motion without consulting his 
friends, for he had had no opportunity to do so, and without in- 
tending any disrespect to his friend from Indjana, the mover 
of the resulution. He said he should have been piecased to 
have consulted his friends, for he always received instruction 
from them ; but feeling now impelled by a sense of duty, he 
must act fur himself, and he hoped no one would question his 
discretion. 

Since the adjournment of the House last evening, he had had 
an interview witha gentieman of great knowledge, and whose 
position afforded him an opportunity to know, next to a cer- 
tainty, the fate of the great measures whose passage was de- 
manded and desired by the American people; and that gentle- 
man had informed him that, in all probability, every great mea- 
sure of the country would fail and come to nought. 

Mr. WELLER here said, * Thank God, our country is safe.” 

You may thank God now, said Mr. ARNOLD, but you will 
singa different tune ten years from this Ume. 

r. A.said it was dueto this House to say that no blame 
was to attach to the majority here. At first we had a balky 
horse er two in the team, and such horses always played the 
deuce and spoiled the whole team, unless they were very true ; 
but by lengthening the breast chains, they had preveuted those 
balky horses from holding back a pound. Now there were one 
or two breakers outside of this House, and ujon them the hopes 
of the people may be wrecked. He was lor putting the truth 
before the country at once 

Mr. EVER TT of Vermont rose toa question oforder. He 
eaid the gentieman was not shooting at the mark. 

Mr. ARNOLD continued. He was in order, and he was 
sorry his friends did not agree with him. These measures, if 
they were defeated, would be defeated by politicians here, 
against the will of the people. He spoke to the unbought, un- 
corrupted people, and not to them. 

Mr. LINN of New York rose to a question of order, He 
said the gentleman was not only not shooting at the mark, but 
he was shooting at his friends. 

Mr. BOTTS here said that Mr. ARNOLD would sign a diffe. 
rent tune inthe course of a week. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would to God the gentleman from 
Virginia might prove correct, that he might be the true pro- 
phet, and himseifthe false one; but he doubted his hopes. He 
(Mr. ARNOLD) had, up to this time, followed as a rank and file 
man, an humble follower of party leaders, but 1 sometimes 
became necessary for the humblest individual to speak out. He 
believed those meausures, the fortification and navy bills, would 
lead to direct taxation. He made this motion now that it might 
be known that thestar of Virginia abstractions had the ascen- 
dency at this ume, and, like the deadly Upas, blased the hopes 
of the American people. If this country was to be under the 
bave of this influence of Virginia abstractions, then away with 
commerce, away with prosperity, away with every thing that 
can benefit the people of the Republic. 

Mr. TRIPLET said that, however unwillingly, he would, 
for the first time io his life, eall the previous question. 

And the questisn being taken, the vote stood—ayes 83, noes 
83—a tie. 
~ And the casting vote falling on the Speaker, that gentleman 
voted in the affirmative. 

And the vote stood thus—ayes 84, noes 83. 

So the demand for the previvus question was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr.-CRANSTON inquired of the Speakerif it would be in 
order to move a call of the House? : 

The SPEAKER replied not at this time; the motion came too 
late, the main question having been ordered. 

And the question, “Shall the vote oa the resolution be recon- 
sidered?” was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, as 


f ollowa: 


YEAS—Messts. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Barnard, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, A.V. Browo, Burke, 
Sampsen H. Butler, William Buder, William O. Butler, Green 
W, Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Clif 
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ford, Clinton, Daniel, Richard D. Davi 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, bert, Ferris, John G. 
Flood, C. A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, 
Wim. O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, Hubard, Ingersoll, 
W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Aadrew 
Kennedy, Lewis, Litilefield, Lowell, Abraham McCtellan, Ro- 
bert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, J. T. 
Mason, Mathews, Medi!l, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 
Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Reding, Rhett, 
Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, 
Slade, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, J. 
pee Williams, Lewis Williains, C. H. Williams, J. L. Williams 
—103 

NAYS—Messrs, Alford, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 8. J. An- 
drews, Aycrigg, Bavcock, Baker, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Botts, Briggs, Bronson, Milton Brown, Calhoun, T. J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clarke, 8. N. Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, G. Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gates, 
Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, W. 8. Hastings, Hen- 
ry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James, W.C. Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, King, Lawrence, Linn, 8. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Ows- 
ley, Pendleton, Powell, Proffit, Ramse¥, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Rayner, Rencher, Rodney, Russell, Sal 
tonstall, Sergeant, Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Suratton, ‘Taliafer- 
ro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Edward D. White, T. W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, J. 
Young—89 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Aud the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 
lon 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired of the Speaker whether it would be 
in order for him to withdraw his resolution? 

The SPEAKER replied tn the affirmative, 

And Mr. PROFFIT withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. HHUNT gave notice that he would to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce a bill to revive and continue in force for two years 
the act approved March 10, 1838, entitled “An act supplemen- 
tary to anact entitled ‘An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimesagainst the United States, and to 
repeal the act therein mentioned, approved the 20th April, 
isis.’ ” 

Mr. H. said he had taken this course fer the purpose of call- 
ing the attention of the Committee on Foreign Affairs to a most 
important subject, and because, from the condition of the 
House in reference to resolutions, he apprehended he should 
be unable to get the subject before that committee by resolution. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Select Committee hereto- 
fore appointed ®n the Currency, asked leave to offer a_ re- 
solution. 

A question of order was raised. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman that he would 
have an opportunity to offer the resoluuon when the committees 
were called for reports. 

Mr SERGEANT hoped, he said, that the resulution would at 
least be read tor information. 

And the resolution was read as tollows: 

* Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Currency 
have leave, alter this day, to sit during the sessions of the 
House.” 

Objection was made. 

Mr JOHN T. MASON asked leave to offer a joint resolu- 
tion providing for the final adjournment of Congress on the 22d 
insiant. 

Otsjected to 

Mr. TURNEY addressed an inquiry to the Speaker, but the 
Reporter could hear nothing of its purport. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
surpose of resuming the consideration of the fortification bill. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT made aremark which the Reporter could 
not hear 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed the hope that the commit- 
tees should be called, in order that, if any gentlemen were 
realy to make reports, an opportunity might be afforded them 
to do 

Mr. PROFFIT. 1 do not know one word of what is going on, 
I cannot hear even the import of the motion. 

‘Vhe SPEAKER explained. 

Mr. HOPKLNS asked the yeas and nays on the motion to go 
into committee, which were refused. 

And the question béing taken, it was decided in the negative: 
ayes 68, noes 103. 

“so the House refused to go into committee. 

The committees were then called in their order for reports. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom had been referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An 
act to amend the act to provide for taking the sixth census, or 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,’”’ approved 
March 3, 1839, and the acts amending the same. 

The bill having been read twice by its utle— 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved that it be ordered to be engrossed 
for a third readiug 

And the bill having been read at large— 

Mr. FLOYD raised the question of order that the bill did not 
come within the rule of the House prescribing and limiting the 
subject-matters to be acted on at the present session of Con- 
gress. 
~ The SPEAKER overruled the objection. 

Mr. ADAMS and Mr. RANDALL of Maryland having risen 
simultaneously — 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. ADAMS, who said he andthe gentleman from Mary- 
land {Mr. RANDALL] had risen probably for the same purpose. 

He (Mr. A.) understood there was some question in relation 
to the rerurns froma portion of the State gf Maryland. Ifsuch 
was the fact, it seemed to him to be proper that the bill should 
be made to embrace that subject now. He would, however, 
yield the floor to the gentleman from Maryland, to enable him 
to submit sucha motion as the nature of the’case might re- 
quie, 

; Mr. RANDALL of Maryland thanked the gentleman from 
Massaciiusetis [Mr. ApaMs] for the floor. He (Mr. R.) would 
have preferred that that gentieman should have made the mo- 
tion, as he had put that gentleman in possession of the facts. 

« Mr. RB. proceeded to state that he desired to introduce an 
amendment into the bill just reported, in order to make provi- 
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sion for retaking the census of Montgomery county, M: 

which had been so defectively ion as oe prenabi the, ed, 
ber of the population of that county about 5,000 souls less than 
the number in the census of 1830. Mr. R. had in his 

sion proofs of these detects and.omissions, and, among othera 
certificates from the Clerk of the United States Court jn the 
District of Maryland, showing that indictments had been found 
against some of the deputies of the marshal in that county for 
their mal-feasance or non-feasance in office by reason of these 
very defects and omissions. This amendment could not dela 
the completion of the census, as Montgomery county adjoins 
the District of Columbia, and the retaking of the census as con 
templated by him could be completed and returned before the 
expiration of the time now allowed by the bill for the accom 
plishment of its objects. But this matter might be left, if 
thought advisable, to the discretion of the Secretary of State. 
under whose supetwision the whole subject was pl] a , 

Oa motion of Mr. R. the further consideration of the bill wag 
postponed until Tuesday next. , > 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs was discharged from the consideration of the memoria] of 
Samuel Raub, in relation toa machine, calculated for harbor 
and coast defence, for scalding all the enemies of the United 
States in less than no time. 

Mr. SERGE NT, trom the Select Committee on the Curren. 
cy, reported the following resolution, above alluded to: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Currency have 
leave, afier this day, to sit during the sessions of the House, 

Afver some explanations between Messrs. RHETT and SER. 
GEANT, in relation to the necessity for the adoption thereof 
the resolution was adopted. ’ 

FORTIFICATION BILB. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House again resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole oa the state of the Union, 
(Mr. WinrHrop of Massachusetts in the chair,) on the bill mak. 
ing appropriations for various fortifications, for ordnance, and 
for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. WaTTERSON to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the committee generally in 
relation to the bill. (His remarks, if he should write them out 
will be published in our Daily Globe, and the Appendix to the 
Congressional Globe, hereafter.] 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair temporarily, for the pur- 
pose of receiving and laying before the House a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, in answer to a call for informa. 
tion, made under a resolution offered by Mr. Wise yesterday 
on the subject of the fortification bill. 

The communication, having been read, was referred, on mo- 
tion of Mr. FILLMORE, to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union having chaige of the said bill, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The Chairman resumed his seat. 

Mr. FERRIS, of New York, spoke in defence of the bill, and 
more particularly in reply to the objections of Mr. Unpgr- 
woop. Afier adverting to the deep interest felt in the fate of 
this bill by his own constituents, he observed that, aiter all the 
mutual crimination and recrimination which had characterized 
the debate, the naked question, when stripped of all extraneous 
considerations, came to this—whether the national defences 
should be putin such a state of repair as this bill proposed 
and as the state of the country demanded.* The opinions of 
gentlemen on this question were somewhat affected by their 
relative geographical positions. It was natural that gentlemen 
fromthe interior should feel less anxiety in relation to it than 
those who resided immediately upon the seaboard. However 
brave our countrymen might be, and whatever reliance might 
justly be placed upon their patriotism in a moment of emer- 
gency, it was still desirable that they should enjoy such ad- 
vantages and means for defence against an enemy as the 
usuages of all civilized nations and the improvements of mo- 
deru warfare rendered fit and necessary. The American peo- 
ple considered themselves as among the civilized nations of 
the world; they were not barbarians, and were therefore unwil- 
ling to retrograde to the savage state, and to defend themselves 
with war-clubs or by the force of their naked limbs. They 
knew that the engines and apparatus of improved warfare 
rendered men of interior strength or courage an overmatch for 
those who might be naturally their superiors in both. He was 
well aware that geutlemen whose homes were fai beyond the 
mountains, and ‘free from war’s alarms,” and who knew that, 
how fearfu! soever might be a national contest, others would 
have to meet its first shock, while ‘hey had time to assemble 
and organize their forces, could not feel as they did whose 
homes andall they possessed lay immediately open to the first 
incursion of a hostile force, and he excused them on that 
ground; but he hoped their generosity would not let sucha 
feeling prevent their aiding others in providing for the com- 
mon defence. : 

Mr. F. then proceeded to an examination of the items of the 
bill, and, after referring to the celebrated report of a Board of 
Engineers, over which General Bernard had presided, and 
which proposed thirty millions as the cost of defending the en- 
tire coast of the Union, stated the annual average expenditure 
on fortifications at $860,000; but in 1840 it had been reduced to 
$103,000. To meet this deficiency, and to provide for what 
would be needed during the present working season, and the 
commencement of the next, the sum in the bill was asked for; 
which, tegether with the unexpended balance on hand, made, 
together, but an average expenditure at the rate of $660,000 per 
annum; less, by 25 per cent. than the average of the last twelve 
years, when, with a single short exception, the country was in 
profound peace, aad not a speck of war was to be seen round 
the whole horizon. Mr. F. reverted with pride to the united 
feeling which had been’constantly manifested during the brief 
period in which we had been threatened witha French war. 
He trusted that a similar feeling would be found to pervade and 
animate our councils at the present day. 

He combatied the idea that the expenditures on works of de- 
fence were to be treated as local advantages granted to one spot 
to the comparative disparagement of another; the benefit was 
shared by all. And whoreceivedthe money? Was it not the 
artisans, the poor and laboring men of the country? Did it not ° 
go first to augment the comforts of their families, and then, by 
a wider. circulation, to give life and prosperity to the whole 
community? And besides, if the first expenditure of the mo- 
ney Was a benefit to particular portions of the land, were tley 
not always and of necessity the portions most exposed to the 
attack ofan enemy? Mr. F. made an eloquent allusion to the 
invasion of the country during the last war, and especially to 
the Vandal outrages perpetrated in this District, whose inhabi- 
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